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MVSEVM 
BRITAN 
NICVM , 


TO THE 
HONOURABLE 
And much Eflecmed 

I ames Sloan Elq 


Sir 
HIS Litth Treatiſe 
 (Enituld, The Rule 
of Charity) 1 Hum- 
bly take leave, as another 11- 
liad ina Nut-fbel, to make an 
_ Offermg to Tour Kina Atcep- 

tance. 

T muſt confeſs, according to 
AT Cuſtom, 


The Epiſtle 
Cuſtom, 1t enforceth the Com= 
plement of a Dedication ; 
and m an Ape, that hath quite 
loſt the Charatter of Kindueſ q 
with more than Ordmary 
Zeal, beſpeaks Your Patro- 
nage. 

For as there 1s nothing 
more cold than Charity : So 
there 15 nothing in this chill 
Chme, ſtands more in need of 
the Protection of the Ge- 
rerous, than the ſaid Pre=. 
cept. 

To Tou, therefore, with all 
due Application, not only the 
enſuing 


|  Dedicatory. 
enſuing Tract 1s Dedicated : 
- But the Author himſelf, well 
knowing it 15 the Diſpoſition of 
Tour Juſtice ; not altogetber 
to over-look thoſe whom Good 
Fortune ſeems to Abandon. 
At leaſt, I may, with confi- 
dence, believe, the Subjett 
Matter of the ſaid Book 
cannot but deſerve your NO- 
tice, ſince, as the great Saink 
PAUL aoth Teſtifie, that 
of Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, the greateſt of theſe 
7s the Laſt. Not duubting, 
therefore, but your Good- 
neſs 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
| neſs will Conil my Pre- 
| {umption, I Humbly take 
| deave, in this Adreſs, to 
| Subſcribe my (elf, 


Your Honour's, 
Moſt Duriful and moſt 


Devoted Seryant to 


Command, - 


Henry Waring. 


PS 
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[ T HE 
Rule of Charity. 
F an Author's Place or Degree that 
he holdeth, can add Vertue to 
. Words, or ſerve to procure Atten- 


tion, the Crown of Solomon will 
oblige you to hear a King newly become 
a Preacher : (The Richeſt Monarch that 
ever Reign'd in Jeru/alem,and the Wieſt 
of Eaſtern Sophies,ſteps from the Throne 
of David, to the Chair of Moſes, and 
, | teachethus,) Eccle/. 11. 4. Cait thy Bread 
upon the Water, and after many days thou 
alt find it. This is not an ordinary 
Rule of Humane Policy,but the DoQtrine 
of true Religion, by which Men are beſt 
Govern'd, Commentators agree, That 
theſe-words of the Preacher, [Ca/# thy 
Bread upon the Water,] exhort us to the 
Reltefot all ſuch as are Diſtreſs'd ; which 
the following Verſe doth Illuftrate : But 
B whea 


[ 2 ] 
when they come to expound the ſingle 
words of that Text, they differ ; A few 
ſay, [Ca# thy Bread] that is, The Sub- 
ſtance or Matter whereof Bread is made ; 
[#pon the Water, ] that is, a fruitful Soil ; 
[and thou ſhalt find it,] that 15, Reap it 
again ; [after many days,) that is, In time 
of Harveſt :. Theſe make the Precept of 
Charity to become an Allegory. Let us 
rather ſay , Theſe Alms we beſtow, are as 
Seed diſferſed, and the Poor Receivers 4 
Soyl ſo Fertile, that, daily beſtowing our 
Charity, we ſow with a large Hand, not 
without aſſurance of receiving an ample Re- 
turn of Eternal. Rewards. This Expoliti- 
on is the plaineſt, only this Acceptation 
of the word [Bread] ſeems harſhand un- 
uſual ; yet we ſhall find that Bread ma 

be taken for Al/ms, while we c_— 
with the Hebrews, becauſe the Hebrew 
Language conliſteth of few Words, ſo 
that every Word beareth many ſignifica- 
tions ; which tis the reaſon that Lehem 
(among the Fews) did ſometimes import 
all manner of Subſiſtence, every thing 
that Man or Beaſt uſed to live upon ; 
in which ſence it is taken in the Pater 
Noſter, 
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| [3] 
Noſter, when we pray for Datly Bead, 
and in a larger Extent there, implying 
not only the Neceſlaries of our Body, 
but alſo, that Angels Food, (Lake 13. 
3.) the BLESSED SACRAMENT, 
by which our Souls are nouriftl?d for 
Eternity: But moſt Divines underſtand 
the word BREAD, in the Gramma- 
tical Sence, placing the Figure in the 
word Waters, which carries divers In- 
terpretations : Some Authors will have 
theſe words of Solomon, recommend to 
us, Giving of Alms at all adventure, with- 
out having an Eye to the Recompence of Re- 
ward: As if we were adviſed to caft our 
Bread upon thoſe rowling and inconſtant 
Waves, that will ſooner float away with 
our Eſtates, than return us (im this or 
the next Life) a laudable Cargo. But the 
Beſt and Wiſeſt, deliver the words in a 
contrary Sence, which is indeed moft 
Catholick, or Univerſal ; affirming, To 
caft our Bread (or Charity) upon Solo- 
mo#'s Waters, 1s the ſafeſt and ſpeedieſt 
way to Merchandize and Trade with 
Heaven ; where, in- exchange for ſome 
[mall Tokefis'of Chriſtian Love, and 

B 2 cheap 
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cheap Inſtances of Compaſſion, we ſhall 
receive ſecret Aſſurances in this Life of 
Future Mercy, attended with Publick 
Bleſſings ; and, in the next, an Eternal 
Weight of Glory. Either ſuch another 
Fiſh as came to diſcharge the Tax for 
Chrizt, and St. Peter, ſhall repay our 


- Bounty into our Buſom, or ſome Dolphin 


ſhall make good our Adventure : "That 
Bread you ſo graciouſly beſtow, ſhall not 
fail to be returned with Advantage, as 
the Ring of St. Arxola,in the Legend ; or 


, that of Polycratizs, in Herodotus, "The Fa- 


thers of the Church further 1ngage us 
to beſtow our Bread, or works of Mercy, 
with Waters, that 1s, our Al/ms moiſten- 
ed with tears of Pzty ; as if a liberal hand 
in the Doxor,ſhould be prompted to give, 
by the ſecret Motions of the Bowels of 
Compaſſion ; and that the Sluces of Grief 
ſhould remain open, to render'the Cha- 
rity Pertect. 

Some would have the Waters here, 
ſignifie diſtreſſed Merchants, poor Sea- 
men, and Paſſengers, that in their way 0 
living, are compelled to ſtruggle with 
an Ocean of Danger ; ſo, muc "_ 

the 


E5 


the word carries, and more; for by Wa- 
e || #er5, all infirm and decayed Perſons, all 
People of the meaneſt Condition are lig- , 
1 | Pified, [ Apocalp. 17. 15.] ſuch as creep 

into their Graves in Siſence, that come 
and go without notice, that paſs away 


"" | from this World without” any noiſe of 
Ir | 

, |_ Revenge, or pomp of Ceremonious La- 
ir | mentation. The Vulgar, the moſt com- 
yr | on ſort of Men, are denoted by the 


word Waters, becauſe they are very dan- 


wr =” in their Uſe and Excefles, un- 
2. | {ctled intheir Condition, always rowling 
ns | £1s way and Yother; their Temper 1s 
, weak, their Motions irregular, always 


| in Perturbation ; every Hurricane of 
" x1| State, Wind of falſe DoQtrine, Tempeſt 
of Fears and Jealouſies, tranſports and 
hurries them hither and thither , ſo as 
they can remain at no certainty. The 
Poet made ſuch a Remark upon them, 
and hath ſuited the Epither of Moveable, 
to' their Inconſtancy , (Mobile ones, ) 
whoſe humour and departure the Roya/ 
Prophet ſo well underſtood , that he 
thought he could compare the raging 
of the Sea, to nothing more property, 

B 3 than 
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than to the Madneſs of the People, So 
when he telleth us, The Waves of the Sea 
are gone over his Head, and entred into his 
Soul, Pal. 69, he meaneth, the Inſolen- 
cies of the Rabble ; for it exceedingly 
troubled David, to ſee the common Peo- 
ple ſo prone to Rebellion, The firſt Eng- 
liſb Bibles of Tyndal and Eraſmus have it, 
[ Lay thy Bread upon wet Faces, ] that 
15, upon all People in a Mourning Condi- 
tion, that water their Couches with their 
Tears, and appear lamentable Objects of 
our Pity and Compaſſion. St. Jerom a- 
99 Interprets the words 1n this manner, 
[Ca# thy Bread,) that 1s, place the Word 
of God [upon the Waters,] that is, Pent- 
zent Souls ; intimating, that you are not 
to give your wholeſome Dottrine of Sal- 
vation, to ſuch as will have you in De- 
riſton. Such another Caution as that, 
is offered us, Eccleſ. 32. 4. Not to be 
wiſe unſeaſonably, for ſo ſhall we loſe 
the good Seed of Chriſtian Admoniti- 
ons and Reproofs, upon Hearts obdu- 
rate and impenitent. *Tis a breach of 
that Precept, Mazth. 7. To cait Pearls. 
before Swine, by offering a Creed to _ 
tnat 


L T9 
that are ready to-throw Contempt upon 
the Goſpel, Al Objects of Charity are 
here delign'd by the word Waters ; that . 
is, the ſeveral parts of Mankind , all 
ſuch as appear Poor, Infirm, or any 
way Miſerable ; Captives and Gally- 
ſlaves, Exiles, decayed Merchants or 
Tradeſmen, diſtreſſed Paſſengers, Scho- 
lars not prefer'd, impoveriſh'd Houſc- 
keepers, that, through too much Truſt, 
and too many bad Debts, are forc'd 
into Sanftuary ; Widows and Orphans, 
that are left Friendleſs and Deſolate ; 
Sick or Maimed Labourers, Hungry 
Travellers, and Weeping Penitent Stran- 
gers, and all that are deſtitute of Fricnds 
and Comfort, that with dejetted Coun- 
tenances implore your Pity. The World 
affords us ſuch Variety of-ſad ObjeQts, 
that the Writer might turn his Cata- 
logue into a Volume : Some want Ad- 
vice, ſome Law, ſome Religion, ſome. 
Friends, ſome Medicines ; yes, and ſo 
numerous are Humane Wants and Im- 
perfeCtions , that T want Room and Lei- 
ſure to expreſs the Number of ſuch as 


are Commufſioned by Heaven, to receive 
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your Charity ; yet all come here under 
the Name and Notion of Waters : Is it 
not pity, to ſee the lean and naked Crip- 
ple, that hath a Stomach to deſire Bread, 
ut wanteth Hands to receive it ? or, that 
Blind Lazar,deprived of Eyes, wherewith 
he might behold his own Nakednels ? or, 
the Man that is robb*d of his Taſte and 
Feeling, oy icy Diſtempers, or = 
Caſualties? Have you never beheld the 
treacherous Limbs of ſome People, rot- 
ting away before their Faces? Some have 
their Spirits ſo darkned, they miſguide 
themſelves, while Reaſon hath loſt the 
right uſe of her Organs; others ſadly 
want common Sence, to diftinguiſh the 
cans that is Safe, from that which is 
nwholeſome ; ſhewing us where Na- 
ture will leave us, when we are forſaken 
by Heaven. | | 
There remains yet another Query, 
raiſed from theſe words of Solomon, [Caf 
thy Bread upon the Waters,] Whether the 
Royal Preacher did intend them for a 
Precept, or a Counſel ? The One doth 
abſolutely oblige,the Other recommends 
a Matter of Practice, If a Precept, the 
| | Words 
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Words muſt be included in the Moral 
Law, and univerſally bind all Perſons of 
Ability. Were it no more than ſound 
Advice, ſome Men only ſhould obſerve 
it, in ſome Caſes ; but take it (as 1t 1s) 
for a part of that Eternal Law of Na- 
ture, (which ought to influence all Man- 
kind, I might have ſaid, all Creatures,) 
Whar living thing is there in the World, 
that doth not communicate ſome bene- 
fit to its Fellows ? and by conſequence, 
ſheweth its ſelf loving and ſerviceable to 
the other Parts of the Creation. And 
ſhall Man alone degenerate ? Shall he 
that is Maſter of Reaſon, ſhew himſelf a 
Beaſt to his Companions, whiPſt the moſt 
irrational Part of the Univerſe teacheth 
him the way to be Charitable ? Let him 
not know, how to prove unkind to his 
Fellows, that cannot but know how 
much he hath received from our good 
Maſter. 

You may prove Solomon's words a part 
of the Law of Nature, by thoſe indelible 
Characters of the Sox, that exert their 
Powers in the Prattice of Pagans, We 
find among thoſe People, that are yet in 
| | the 
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the ſhadow, poſitive Rules of dozng Good, 
both to their own, and to Strangers ; 
which not deriving themſelves from the 
Edicts of Divin« Revelation, muſt be 
aſcribed to the provident DiCtates of 
Nature. 

But we may better prove Al/msa Duty, 
from the expreſs Reaſon of Holy Scrip- 
ture ; wherein Uncharitablenefi 1s eonli- 
dered as a grievous Sin, becauſe it is in- 
conſiſtent with the Love of God, and di- 
rectly contradicts the meaning of Di- 
vine Precepts. 

That . moſt eminent Seer puts the 
Queſtion, 1 Joh. 3. 17. He that ſeeth his 
Brother in want, and ſhutreth up his Bowels 
of Compaſſion from him, how awelleth the 
Love of God in him? "The Query there 

(as in ſeveral other places in the Bzble, ) 
is but for a vehement Negative, and im- 
ports that in obdurate Hearts, the Love 
of God cannot be reſident, The Prayers 
of Uxcharitable People are not anſwered ; 
tor God giveth us, becauſe he perceives 
us free to give, and forgive others. He 
that ſtoppeth his Ears at the Cries jk the 
Poor, ſhall cry himſelf, and. not be heard, 
was 


oh : 
wasa Proverb in Jury, and continues a 
great Truth all the World over, .( Prov. 
21. 13.) for lo God delights to retaliate 
with his Creatures. 

Want of Love (in us,) occaſions our 
Wants, and beſpeaks Unhappineſs for us 
in this Liſe; and in the next, everlaſting 
Perdition, There is not another Sin 
charg*d upon Damn'd Dives, beſides his 
want of Charity; and thoſe Wretches thar 
are mentioned 1n St, Matthew 25. were 
condemned only for their Unkindnels to 
the Brethren, and theix groſs Detects in 
the viſible part of this Duty. 

You would ask, Ih what part of the 
Deegtogee, the Rule of Charity is con- 
tain'd ? Bellarmine following Aquinas, re- 
fers it tothe Fifth Commandment, which 
includes all Rights appertaining to Su- 
periours, Equals, and Inferiours ; and of 
this laſt ſort, the Poor are Principals: 
and of all Duties belonging to the Poor, 
Alms is moſt conſiderable ; and there is 
ſcarce any thing that we are oblig'd to 
do for them, but comes within the Pre- 
cincts of Charity. FE 4 


[ 12 ] 
Other Authors derive this Duty from 
the Eight Commandment, and will have | c 
Robbery to be but one and the ſame thing ſt 
with Uncharitablenefi ; affirming, That 
he that is able to Give, and withholds }]. 
his Al/ms from thoſe that Want, and call 
' for his Relief, Rob's his poor Neighbour 
' of his juſt Comfort, and God of bis Ho- 
' Nour. Therefore the Phraſe 1s changed, 
St. Luke 16. 9. and Solomoy's Precept be- 
come an Evangelical Law ; where 1t 1s 
not left at our choice to do good, but 
we are Charged to make us Friends with 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. "Tis cal- 
led Unrizhteous Mammon,fſaith St. Auſtin, 
not only when it is unjuſtly acquird, 
but alſo, while it is Uncharitably detain'd 
from thoſe that are Necefſitated, Is it 
commendable that I live in ſuperfluous 
manner, while my poor Brother wanteth 
to.ſuffice Nature? Sure it is a wrong to 
withhold from the Poor what I can eaſily 
ſpare, in their Affliction and Extremity, 
Auguſtin ſaith, The Rich Man's Exceed- 
ings, are the Poor May's Portion; lo as 
he unjuſtly ſeems to Defraud others, thar 


reſerves to himſelfmore than is ſufficient. 
| S. 


[ 13 ] 

St. Ambroſe, in a rougher DialeQ af- 
firms, It is no leſs Criminal, for Rich Per- 
© | ſons to deny Neceſſitated People Relief, 
than to take from them that they have, and 
1 | ſe Violence ro the Laws of Property. Yes, 
and ſome proceed further, reducing theſe 


fraudeth them thereof is a Man of Bloud. 
So that we ſee, to detain neceſſary Pro- 
viſion from them that Want, is to ſhor- 
ten the lives of Poor Men; and, as much 


" | wordsof Solomon to the Sixth Command- 
" | ment; making Vxcharitable Men no bet- 
? | ter than Thieves and Murderers ; agree- 
- | ableto that of Eccleſ. 34.21. The Bread 
of the Needy is their Life ; he that de- 
p 


as in us lies, to deprive him of Succeſ- 


ſion, 1s to famith our afflicted Neigh- 
bour, (the ſharpeſt of all Deaths) and 
in htm ro ſeek to-muther his Poſtertty. 
You hear how this Edict of A/ms, has 
been referred to Three of the Ten Com- 
mandments, yet more properly belongs 
to the Second Table, reterring to the ge- 
neral Law of our Neighbour ; which 
Law (as St. John expounds it, cap. 3. 18.) 
» conſiſts not in Words alone, but in Truth, 
and real Teſtimonies of Aﬀettion. = 
all 
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ſhall believe we love indeed , without 
apparent Works of Love and Charity ? 
The Scripture -teacheth us a Method 
of doing Mercy ,. not talking of it 
only ; for then are AQs of Charity 
beſt perform*d, when feweſt words are 
made of the Benevolence : Giving of 
Alms, 1s at one and the ſame time, to 
Love God, and Honour him in his I- 
mage; to Make a Friend, and to Re- 
lieve a Neighbour. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour calleth it, Az evil 
Generation, who demanded a Sign of their 
Redemption : And we cannot Repute it a 
better, that ask, Where is the Mandate 
for well-doing ? A {mall Excuſe Men are 
willing to make uſe of, to ſave their 
Eſtates; and where the Commandment 
is Poſitive, they ſeek for their own ſakes 
(more than their Neighbour's,) to dwin- 
dle the Precept into a Counſel: Yet is 
this more thana meer matter of Advice ; 
for it is a Breviate of what our dear 
Maſter left us in Charge, at his Aſcen- 
fion ; viz. That we love one another ; 
which Love admits of no Proof inferiour 
to that of A4/mſgiving. 

Holy 
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Holy Writ, and all the Tomes of the 
Fathers, abound with Exhortations to 
this Duty : But this is added to Poor 
Mens Miſeries ; they now live in a cold 
Age of the World, and here in a very 
chill Climate, *Tis a wonder to hear 
Men, every-where, boaſt of Faith with- 
out Mercy, and when they ſhew no Fruits 
of a living Faith, {till do boaſt of Goal:- 
neſſ : For (Charitate ips4, nihil Charins, ) 
Love and its Ettects, are ſome of cur 
greateſt Rareties. 

When we ſpeak of Chriſtians, none 
can be miſtaken, where we find Charity, 
but the Giver, and he not eaſily, Bur 
admitting 'he may loſe part of his Re- 
ward, by valuing his Gift at too great 
a Rate, or by wronging himſelf, by the 
manner of giving; we have a great aſ- 
ſurance, that he that pretends to Fazrh, 
without Works, deceives himſelf, and the 
whole World, and offers to put a Cheat 
upon his Maſter ; for he doth under- 
value, at one and the {ame tune, his Af- 
flifted Brethren, and the Truth of Divine 
Promiſes. ' 
yore 
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Some tel] us of three ſorts of Command. 
ments, that occur 1n Scripture, Afﬀerma- 
tive, Negative, and Mixt : The Deca- 
lozue conſiſts of ſuch as are moſtly Ne- 
gative; As, Kyep Holy the Sabbath : 
Honour thy Parents, &c., And more of 
that ſort we have in the Bible; As, 
Mcurn for thy Sins ; Shew Mercy; Do Pe- 
ance, &c. '[hereare alſo Commandments 
of a mixt Nature, as of Reſtoration, and 
Forgiveneſs,&c. A negative Commanament 
doth oblige all Perſons at all Times, eve- 
ry-where, and Eternally ; Afirmative 
Precepts are binding for ever, but not 
in all Times, nor 1n all Places ; Mixt 
Commanaments oblige us at all Times, 
and in all Places ; but not always. 

I ſhall not determine to which of theſe 
Sorts the Words of Solomon may beſt 
be reduc*d ; but am certain they oblige 
all Perſons of Ability, to confer _— 
and Pay good Offices, according to their 
Power, to all Perſons, without Excuſe 
or Exemption , that entreat their Afſ1- 
ſtance: - wo 

Cait thy Bread upon the Waters,] We 


read it Ca# mn our Common Enghſp Bi- 
| les ; 
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bles; intimating, That if we are oblig?d 
to ca or ſcatter our Charity, we ought 
not to be very curious in Examining 


| every Circumſtanceconceraing our Gzft, 
| and the Condition of the Receiver ; 


but we ſhould give frequently, and lt 
berally , without an exceſſive Care to 
whom; or to what purpoſe our Doxative 
is beftow?d : Ir is enough that we know 
our own Intentions ro be warrantable, 
without ſearching too ſtrictly into the 
Meaning or Appetite of the Petitioner : 
Let us not be too ſcrupulous in ſeeking. 
a very fit Object, to make the beſt uſe 
of what we beſtow ; leſt ſuch a ſevere 
Examination ſhould obſtruct our Char;- 
ty : *Tis lawful to enquire, but not with 
too much Curioſity, how the Receiver 
became poor ; but if he have failed in 
Diligence to Live, let us not fail in his 
Support, for to ſupply his preſent Wanr, 
which is the way to Encourage him to 
be diligent for the future : Never let the 
deſpicable Circumſtances of any Per- 
ſon in Deſpair , or any manner of Af- 
fliction , divert thy Bounty ; it is a 
Niceneſs God cannot approve, who dif- 
| penceth 
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penceth many Mercies to thee, where 
few are deſerved. 

But if we take it according to that 
other Reading, and Trantlate for the 
word Ca#, or Scatter ; Send, or Sow; it 
implies Caution, and addeth an ACt of 
Prudence to that of Charity : Then it 
will import a Care and Art in giving, 
as well as in Enjoyment. W here Solomon 
dire&s us to ſend our Charity, he does 
intend we ſhould give A/ms with Dil- 
cretion, and to be Cautious in diſpen- 
cing our Bounty. Alms 1s a ſort of Mer- 
chandice that we Barter with Heaven, 
and which we ought to ſend with 
Circumſpection, that they may not mil- 
carry. ?*Tis no wiſe Man's way to be 
Careleis of what he ſendeth, but he com- 
mits it to the ſureſt Hands, that it may be 
fately conveyed to the Owner : A ſmall 
Token, a Ring, or a Letter, is not truft- 
ed with every idle Fellow that is of ſmall 
Truſt, or no good Reputation ; but we 
make it our Buſineſs, to know from 
whence the Meſſenger cometh, and whi- 
ther he deſigns to Travel, that taketh 


charge of our meanelt Preſents. The 
| | Wiſe- | 


[ 19] 
Wiſe-man here adviſeth us to the ſame 
Method ; ſo toſend our A/ms inthe ſafeſt 
Bottoms, and by God's uſual Meſlengers, 
that they may be fately deliver*'d; not 
ſuftering our Contributions to Periſh, or 
ſtrengthen the Hand of the Evil Doer : 
We mult not give with a Deſign to pro- 
mote evil Counſels, ill Practices, or bad 
Compray ; leaſt of all, muſt we give 
to further Laſcivious Courles, or multi- 
ply Places of Debauchery : 'To do this, 
15 not giving Als, but a joyning of For- 
ces againtt Heaven, to augment the Re- 
venues of the Riotous, whoſe great work 
15 to maintain Brothels, or repair Hou- 
ſes of Licentious Entertainment, where 
Chriit hath no Habitation ; ſuch Bene- 
volence is prejudicial to the Rule, and to 
the Reward of Charzty. 

[Send thy Bread ;] Sending implies a 
Communication of the Good Things 
that are in our Power, to ſuch as live at 
2 Diſtance, as well as to the Neighbour- 
hood : Let us do good abroad, for that 
argueth true Devotion at home ; not to 
give only ſo far as our Hand can ex- 
tend, but as far as our Gitt can be tran- 
C 2 {ported 


[ 20 ] 

ſported by the Hands of Others. The 
Houſhold of Faith is firſt to be conſider?d 
and reliey*'d, and what remains 1s the 
Portion of diſtreſſed Strangers, and Un- 
believers. I wiſh I could truly ſay, Eng- 
{and had not as much need of this Do- 
Ctrine, as any Nation; I think we have 
been ſo far from approving our ſelves 
Charitable to Strangers, that we ſcarce 
afford them civil Uſage. Let us no 
more pretend to Science and Reformati- 
on, until we ceaſe to be Barbarous, and 
have learned Humanity : What if they 
be Remote ? What it they be Jews ? 
What if they be Turks? What if they be 
Pagans? We muſt not excule our ſelves, 
by pleading Ignorance of their Lineage, 
their Principles, or their Country ; *tis 
enough that we know their unfortunate 
Condition. Send, is an Imperative word, 
that leaveth not the Thing Indifterent, 
or at our Election ; but chargeth us to 
give Alms, and to do Good, according to 
our Ability, without making abatement 
for want of Merit in the Receiver ; or 
for the ſake of the ſtrong Avertion we 
bear to his Perſon, or to his —_ 

The 
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The word Send, declares it a Duty in- 
cumbant, expreſly commanding us to 
ſpew Mercy, without Excuſes, and with- 
out Delay : If you negle& to beſtow 
what you can well ſpare, *tis at worlt 
an Act of Injuſtice ; at beſt, a Detinue. 
Send your Charity where you cannot 
BO, for fear of Corporal Danger, or De- 
amation : It is infamous for ſome Per- 
ſonally to give to ſome People; there you 


mult ſend your Charity, where your go-- 


ing to carry it, would bring upon you a 
Scandal: Shorten not your Hand of Suc- 
cour from the poor Priſoner, that's al- 
moſt pin'd and ſmother*'d in a noyſom 
Dungeon. Send your Bounty to the 
Sick, that are going to their Graves 
with ſome infetious Diſeaſe : You _ 
ſafely ſend it, when you cannot go wit 
latety. Yes, and there are ſome Caſes, 
wherein the good Chriſtian muſt hazard 
Reputation and Life to perform good Of- 
fices ;, that is, where God or Nature, his 
Religion or Country, are moſt nearly con- 
cern'd : Here it 1s he muſt Advance a- 
gainſt all Dangers, Struggle with all Ad- 
verſities, and Encounter —_ evil Beaſts, 
3 as 


[ 22 ] 

as St. Paul did at Epheſus : We muſt 
fight on ſuch great Occaſions, an whole 
Army of Scandals; there we muſt not 
matter Obloquy, but oppoſe our ſelves 
to the Tyranics of State, and ſtand the 
unwholelome Cenſures of the Infſolent 
and Ungrateful Multitude. There are 
Evangelical Counſels that have the ſame 
Influence over good Men, as if they car- 
ried with them the Nature and Force of 
a Commandment; but theſe words of 
Solomon are a poſitive Law, ,whuch, not 
only Invites us to, but Preſcribes us 
Obedience, "The Negle& or Qmiſhon, to 
obſerve thoſe Counſels, we read in the 
Goſpel ; as, ſing Life, voluntary Pover- 
ty, &c. are but imperfections in our Na- 
ture ; whereas the Breach of this Law 
of Charity, 1s a plain Sin, a complicated 
Sin; and of rhat ſort, that renders the 
Sinner odious in the lygheſt Degree ; be- 
cauſe there is more comprehended in 
this Law of Love, then inall other Laws, 
Divine and Humane ; for Love 1s the 
lite and end of Laws, and this one 1s 
the Accomplſhment of the Tex Com- 
mandments, There 1s nothing yrs 

DY 
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[. 23 ] | 
by the Charch, tor Defects in Alms-gi- 
ving, becaule there it 15 that God reſer- 
veth the Sentence to Himſelf, and puni- 
ſheth the failure in that Duty, with 
more than the Church is willng to de- 
chre: Only God hath been pleas'd to 
reveal how far good Works are accepta- 
ble to him, and what Happineſs hey 
will procure for us hereafter, that he 
may ſee how far we are willing to pro- 
ceed in our Charity, for the ſake of 
Divine Love, and for an Eternal Re- 
ward. Send your Alms therefore as far 
as Paul or. Silas, Camels or Ships will 
carry them ; from Rome to Macedon, or 
Antioch ; or from the place of your Re- 
lidence to Jeruſalem or Hungary : To 
this end we were endued with reaſon- 
able Faculties, with the Comforts of this 
Life, and all thoſe Temporal Bleſſings 
that are reacht within the Complicated 
Name of an Eſtate ; that we might Ho- 
nour our God in Compliance with his 
holy Will ; and that we might enjoy and 
benefit ourſelves and others. 
[Send thy Bread.] Bread is of excel» 
lent Uſe, and large Extent ; ſignifying 
is all 
_ 


[ 24 ] 
all that is neceſſary for Man's Subſiftance 2 
All manner of Proviſion is included in 
that Monoſyllable. By the word is meant 
a Sumptuous Feait, ora large Bill of Fare 
ina few Letters, and with a ſingle word, 
to furniſh a Table more for Pleaſure than 
Neceſſity. Bread is termed the Staff of 
Life, that ſupports the Feeble, (P/. 104.) 
And, Fulneſfi of Bread, was ever reputed 
one of the greateſt Bleſſings of the Jewiſh 
Nation ; the Plenty thereof prevents In- 
{urrections ; for ſach as follow*d Chris, 
chiefly for the ſake of the Loaves and 
Fiſhes, more for the Miracles he wrought, 
to feed them, and heal them, than for the 
ſake of lis Prayers, or his Preaching. 
The Multitude, (I mean thoſe that are 
ready to make their Belly their God,) are 
moſt Devout there, where they can find 
moſt Bread, and care not to embrace a 
Religion that commends Faſting ; re- 
move their Altars, ſet aſide their Bi- 
ſhops, take away their Prieſts, and their 
Chriſt too, you provoke them not much, 
{o as you leave them entire, their Wine 
and their Manchet, Our ordinary Pray- 
er Is for daily Bread, with which every 
one 
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one of us ought to reſt contented, is the 
one thing; neceſſary, if it be taken for 
our common Proviſion; it 1s the orly 
thing neceſſary, if taken as divers exce[- 
lent Writers, and Dr, Pear/oz upon the 
Creed, Expounds it, The Divine food of our 
Souls, The Bicflen Sacrament. The 
Roman Satyriit knew how much the Peo- 
ple valued Bread, while he informs us, 
they covet nothing above Bread and Re- 
creation ; meaning, all neceſſary Proviſi- 
0n, [Cait thy Bread; ] that is, thy Sub- 
ſtance or Eſtate, the Means of Living ; 
or whatever a Man needeth : If it be 
dear to thee, it-will be dearer to thy 
God ; who when you eſteem it not much, 
values it as little, He was no leſs than 
a Royal Divine, that uſeth this Expreſ- 
ſion, Shall I 2ive to God that which coit- 
eth me zothing ? "The Poor are God's Re- 
ceivers, and his FaQtors ; if you have 
Ability to diſpence much to them for 
his Service, and to ſend great things by 
their Hands, you ſhall be certain of am- 
ple Returns. That 1s not to be called 
Charity, but ridding of your Houle, to 
beſtow ſome pitiful thing upon the _ 
tat 


[26] | 
that otherways to keep, would diſpa- 
rage their Maſter, How can Men ex- 
pect their Reward to be great, where 
they place a matter of ſo {mall Merit ? 
Bread, implies —— that is good, 
and ſomewhat in readineſs; to ſhew you, 
that you are to Give with Expedition, 
that which may prove beneficial to the 
Petitioner : That which you beſtow, 
ought to be wholſome, or advantage- 
ous, conducing to the Health or Profit 
of the Receiver : You are not {0 much 
to expect his Pleaſure ; though in lome 
Caſes of Deſpair or Sickneſs, that is not 
altogether to be neglected. Let your 
Bounty be ſuch as Nature requireth, ra- 
ther than a Banquet, or a piece of Rarety. 

Ca#, or Send thy Bread, give the ſame 
in Subſtance or in Quality, with which 
Thou dott uſually furniſh thy own Ta- 
ble: So *tis in the Chaldee, Spare from 
thy own Mouth the Bread of thy T able : 
For this end did the Church ancrently 
appointed frequent Faits, that the Pro- 
vilion which was ſpard by good Mens 
Abſtinence, might ſupply the Wants of 
thoſe that groan'd in Poyerty, 

: Tlws 
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Thus by feeding the Mouths of the 
Hungry, thou dolt engage the Tongues 
of the needy Beads-man, to make Pray- 
ers and Interceſſions tor thee at the 
Throne of Mercy, prailing G O D for 
thy ſake, the Author of all Good to Man- 
kind; and by their Importunate Petitt- 
ons, taking Heaven by violence, and cal- 
ling down Bleſſings upon thee and thy 
Family, 

It was thus our Fore-Fathers ; thus the 
firſt and beſt Chriſtians Faſted, giving 
thoſe Diſhes of Meat to the Poor, which 
themſelves ſhould have eaten, But now, 
[Terras aſtrea reljquit, ] Devotion is fled, 
and too many, not only devour the Meat 
and Subſiſtence of the Poor, but the poor 
Men too; whule any thing given to Cha- 
ritable Uſes is interpreted with a pur» 
poſe to feaſt Pariſh-Oihicers, How ma- 

may we lee Fatted daily with Varic- 
ties,and Surfeited with Exceedings ; ler- 
ving the Poor with nOOungs or that 
whuch their ogy would refuſe; delight- 
ing more in Foddering their Beaſts, than 
Relieying their Hungry Brethren; and 
to feed Hogs or Hounds, are Covetuous 
to pine helpleſs Chriſtians. I 


[28] 

T hope 1n all this there is but little Re- 
formation; to let the poor Man want 
Bread for his Family, while a Rich Eſ- 
quire perhaps uſurps the Owrer*s Living ; 
driving out poor Chriſtians from their 
own Habitations, to keep Hawks, and 
Whores, and Hounds, in their Abodes : 
You cannot imagine 1t 1s this Solomon 
means, when he ſays, Cait thy Bread 
upon the Waters. Bread 1s a cheap and 
ready thing to beſtow ; you need not go 
far to procure ſuch an alin for the un- 
fortunate Petitioner, 

This Imports that we muſt not ſerve 
the Poor with Delays, but make Dt- 
ſpatches in our Charity ; becauſe, what 
we areto give 1s ready ; there 15 no occa- 
ſion for us to go to Bourdeaux for Wines, 
or to Virainia for Smoak, or to fetch 1z- 
dian Silks, or import Perſian Tapeltries, 
in order to perform Works of Mercy : 
Give your Bread, that is neither Dear ta 
purchaſe, nor Difficult to procure. What 
ſhould they poor Hearts, that ſtand wait- 
ing for your Alms, do with uſeleſs Toys, 
or extravagant Curioſities ? *tis no Cha- 

rity to beſtow a thing, that is vain, or 


ſuper- 


V1 


- | ſuperfluous, tending more to Man's Ad- 


miration than Profit. You may Give 
and Debauch, as well as Give and Re- 
lieve ; *tis Bread, not Bottles of Brumſ- 
wick or Caxary, that are required ; What 
i5.1t you can moreeaſily reach, or forgo ? 
Yet 1s this Bread more acceptable to the 
hungry Soul, than Ingots of Gold in a 
Wilderneſs, or a Palace of Ivory. It 
the Hiſtorian did not take too much up- 
on Truſt, thoſe Az yptian-Children that 
were {uckled by Goats, and not permit- 
ted to hear any Humane Speech, were 
raught by Nature to pronounce the 
word Beccos, that ſignifies Bread in the 
Coptick Language : But if the Truth of 
this Report taileth, *tis certain our Lamp 
of Life, by which we live, and move, 
aad make ſuch a Figure as we have, 
ſubſiſteth not but by daily ſupplies of 
ſome proper Oily Nutriment : and Na- 
ture cannot be ſo far wanting to Herſelf, 
and to Us, as not to ſeek and demand 
(after her own way) ſomewhat of Sub- 
aſtence to preſerve that Vital Flame 
trom , Gnking in the Lamp, or in the 
Heart, its Receptacle, from a dark Ex- 
*1nction. | [Cab 


[30] 


[Cat thy Bread.) The Bread thou gji- 
vett muſt be thine; it ought to be ſtam- | 


ped with the Character ot Property ; let 
it be thine by ſome known right, and in- 
diſputable Poſleſhon : 'Thine lawtully, 
not obtain*d by Fraud, or Violence. He 
that grindeth the Face of the Poor, to feed 
an Hoſpital with the Bread of ſuch Get- 
tings : He that purveys, purloyns, and 
pilters, and out of much, ſo gathered to- 
| mr thinks to diſtribute a little, be- 

owing now and then ſome {mall 4/ms 
for Oſtentation, doth an iller thing, than 
the Man that ſtealeth a Gooſe, to ſtick a 
Feather : for, to leſlen a Levy for the 
Poor, he puts a ſcorn upon all obligati- 
ons of Nature, and to open Iimſelf a 
way to the Name of Riches, he forceth 
a breach in the Law of Nations; fo pro- 
miſing to himſelf not to ſhew a Bounty, 
that {hall exceed note and appearance, 
he falleth under thoſe Curſes, that con- 
ftantly purſue Covetuous and Unjuſt 
Wretches. Not much inferior in doing 
Wrong, is he, that owerh all he be- 
tows, and meaneth not otherwiſe to 
diſcharge his Debts un this World, than 


by 
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[ 32 ] 
by making God (by giving to the Poor) 


Truſtee for balancing nts preſent Ac- 


count, and his Debror, to make good 
his future Eſtate : 'This 1s not to be true- 
ly Charitable, out of his own, (as eve- 
ry Man ought to be,) but out of his 
Creditors Coffers ; and ſeeming to be 
Zealous for God, he wrongeth his Friend 
that lends or forbears the Charity he 
makes bold to diſpole : Nor is it ſingle 
Injury ; becauſe in ſuch acts he doth pre- 
judice to Humane Socicty, that is beft 
preſerved by juſt and punctual Dealing : 
Have we not thoſe among us, that by 
Wit and Deceit, live out one half of the 
Year, exerciling them both in Worldly 
Matters ? and the other half they wear 
out much in the fame manner, with ſpe- 
cious Pretences of Law, and Religious 
Hypocriſie; they walk with their Eyes 
life up to Heaven, and would have alt 
others do ſo too, that they may not be 
able to diſcern the La and Tene- 
ments they have ſeized upon Earth, by 
the Arts of Opprethon. 

Such as can Uſurp Lordſlups under a 
Pretext of Law, and take SanQtuary ina 
Church 
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Church; while they Rob the Hoſpital, 
ſhall they hope to expiate their Sins by 
forge ſmall Contributions ? or to eſcape 
the Torments of Hell, by kaving at their 
Death ſome ſmall Legacy to the Poor of 
the Pariſh ? Their Hopes are vain and 
dangerous, that Hope, by Building an 
Alms-houlſe, to obtain a Licenſe Io 
Heaven,for the Uſurpation of a Lordſhip; 
what 1s this, but to render our ſelves 
Slaves to the Prince of Darkneſs, and 
Enemies to good and honeſt Men, all 
our lives, only with hopes of ſerving Go. 
a little at our Death, and of doing ſome 
good, it may be an hour before our Fu- 
nerals? Let all good Men rather believe, 
that Shame and Confuſion, and horrid 
SyeAres, attend the 'Tombs of ſuch un- 
juſt Perſons! and that the Houſes, from 
which thoſe miſerable W retches are con- 
vey*d (when Lite and Sin torſakes them) 
ſhall be — Belieg?'d with the Cries of 
Widows and Orphans,and with the Cur- 
ſes of all thoſe diſtreſſed Creatures that 
were undone, and made pitiful Ohjetts of 
Charity, by the Power and Artifices of 
thoſe Ill-livers, and that thoſe —_— 
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of theirs (if there be left one Stone up- 
on another) {hall remain upon Earth, 
but as execrable Monuments of their 
Impiety. Suppoling there were none 
of theſe yet to defer our Charity till 
Death, is to loſe much of the Commen- 
dation that is inſeparable from Holy 
Practices ; becauſe then it appears a 
Work of Neceſſity to give that away 
which we cannot longer poſleſs: ſure 
it 1s not a very deſerving matter for 
me to pretend to relieve or gratity ſome 
Perſon with that thing, which refuſeth 
any more to own me for its Maſter. 
Thus Divines love to ſpeak, that they 
may quicken charitable Minds, to call 
down Bleſſings betimes upon Them- 
ſelves and their Poſterity ; to ſecure 
their Eſtates to their Iſſue, by giving 
Alms according to their Power ; and 
that the beſt Chriſtians may thereby 
feel and acknowledge the Reward of 
good Works, before they change their 

Condition. | 
Send thy Bread.) Thou haſt no Au- 
thority to diſpoſe (under the notion of 
thy own,) of the Bread of the circum- 
D vented 


Li 
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vented Buyer, or the defrauded Labour- 
er ; leaſt of all muſt you beſtow the 
Shew-bread, or that which hath been 
lacrilegiouſly taken from God's own 
Table, but ſend the Bread that 1s law- 
fully thine, by juſt Title and harmleſs 
Poſſeſſion ; if not thine by Inheritance, 
yet thine by Gift, Purchaſe, or Labour ; 
thine by ſome honeſt way of Trading 
or Deſert, thine by lawful Arts, or laud- 
able Induſtry : Whoſoever giveth Alms 
of ill gotten Goods, doth worſe than 
the Fellow that offer*d a Sow to Pala : 
*tis a great Afﬀront that he doth to the 
Deity, offering to G OD that which 1s 
more loathſome ro him than Swines 
Bloud, the Price of a Dog, or the Hire 
of an Harlot, He killeth the Son before 
the Father*s face, faith the Wiſdom of 
Sirach, Eccl. 34. 20. He ſelleth Joſeph 
his Brother, that he may carry home a Coat 
zo his Seir. T wiſh there were fewer 
of thoſe Men in this Age, who being 
honoured with the Bleſſing of a plenti- 
ful Eſtate, are yet covetous to become 
the Executors of their pooreſt Neigh- 
bours, making daily Merchandice "_ 

tne 
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the Beggar's Penny, ſelling the Sweat of 


the Labourer's Brows, his ſingle Beaſt, 
or little Cottage ; and when they have 
y_—_ ne Poſſeſſion of all the 
mall Pztraxce he has, they continue to 
force him into deſperate Extremities : 
This is not to Ca#t thy Bread upon the 
Waters ; bur to caſt thyſelt backward, 
to Worſhip the Tempter, and gratifie 
him with thy Fall and Degradarion. 
*Tis no better to cozen all the Week 
in the Shop, that you may give Alms 


- on the Lord's Day; or to impoverith 


as many as poſſible you can, in your 
whole Life, only to kave behind ſome 
{mall Relit of an Eſtate | when you 
Die,] either to Feaſt the Pariſh, or Re- 
pair the Church, or Adorn it, as ſome 
(not of the better ſort of Chriſtians) 
fancy'd they did, by placing a Cheap 
Figure of the Serpent upon the Steeple. 
The Wicked Man's Legacy to the 
Poor, when this World will continue 
no longer with him, is no Chayr:ty, but 
a ſort of Reſtitution, which cannot pro- 
duce its proper Effect, becauſe 1t is not 
performed to the right Party : Let that 
D 2 there- 
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therefore be thine that thou giveſt a- 
way, that thy Aims may be more ac- 
ceptable. 

Cait thy Bread upon the WATERS.] 
We may underſtand by theſe Waters, 
all thoſe that are moſt ſubjeCt to Tears, 
the Sick and Friendleff, and ſuch as are 
any way brought into Diſfref# ; the 
Stranger, the Widow, and Fatherlefs, that 
go hand in hand, throughout the Scri- 
pture. 

All thoſe ſad Objects of Pzty that are 
not only ſent into this World, to ſhew 
what the Lord is able to do, but alſo 
what Fleth and Bloud deſerves to ſuf- 
fer, (and more then that, to make Ex- 
periment of what Men are willing to 
do for G O D, our great BenefaCtor,) 
are ſent hither to be Recezvers of our 
Charity : You may rcad their Errand 
in their Faces, and their Commiſſion in 
Scripture ; where G OD paſlſeth his 
Word for the Foundation of the Cha- 
ritable Man's Merit ; and gives his Ju- 
ftice and Honour to be Secerity for your 
Repayment : *tis this Infallible Word of 
G O D, upon which you put the A4d- 
venture ; 
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ventare ; theſe Waters would deceive 
. you without that Words Aſſurance : 
For, what Recompence can you expect 
from the meaneſt Abje&, from ſuch 
as are loaded with this World's Inju- 
ries, with Loſles, or with Nature's Im- 
perfections ? 

"Tis the way of many of thoſe that 
{tand upon good Bottoms (as to this 
Lite) to make uſe of the 'Times, and 
of all Expedients, to Advance qr Secure 
their Fortunes, to Court thole that are 
in high Places, and Flatter ſuch as are 
in Authority ; whereas G OD giveth 
us an Original of another nature, Ex- 
alting the Humble, and fillings che Hun- * 
gry, while the Rich are ſent away empty ; 
not out of Hatred to their Perſons, but 
becauſe He hath already conferred up- 
on them extraordinary Favours, and 
rendred them (before) remarkable Ob- 
jects of his Bounty ; thoſe Waters are 
Fluxive and Inconſtant : Court © the 
Waves, and they will Drown you for 
your Kindneſs: Yes, and much hke 
that, is the Temper of the pooreſt ſort 
of People; Give them, and they will 
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throw themſelves upon you, and throw 
Dirt in your Face ; yet their Aſperſions 
ſhall but add weight to their own Sor- 
row, and imperfect Comfort. 
The Waters you Feed, ſhall threaten 
| your Raine with rheir raging Motions 
| and Inconſtancy ; yet the Command 
runs, you mult Feed theſe Warers, tho? 
it is the Nature of them to let the Be» 
zefit ſink and diſappear : Fear nor, 1t is 
in their Will, but not 1n their Power, 
either to hide or to drown your Works 
of Mercy : And, for your Incourage- 
ment, remember theſe Waters, even the 
pooreſt YVaſſals, are made for your Eaſe, 
your Hoxour, and your Advantage ; 
make it your Buſineſs to imploy them 
in the heſt manner : Theſe Waters will 
do you good it 'you underſtand their 
Uſes; there is a way for you to be Cha- 
ritable to the Poor, ind at the ſame 
time receive Profit by their Service. 
It is an Element that is an uſeful Part of 
the World; and without'the Poor, the 
Rich knows not how to Subſiſt,  *' 
Livy, long ago, made Three forts of 
Men, and lus diviſion is thus ro 
$777 y'd ; 
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fy*d : There has always beena Govern- 
ins Part, and a Teachins Part among 
Men; and there is a Third ſort that 
ſeem to have been Born meerly for La- 
bour and Obedience, He that hath his 
Talent in his Head, or in his Coffr, 
muſt imploy ſuch as have it/ in their 
Hands and Feet; by which, they may 
ſerve themſelves with the juſt and ne- 
ceflary Comforts of this Life, and, at 
the ſame time, prove BerefaFors. 

Cai thy Bread upon the Waters.] 
Intimating we are obliged to do Good, 
without Grudging, as it what thou G7- 
veit were to Periſh; not looking to 
perpetuate thy Name, or obtain a pre- 
ſent Applauſe ; not expecting ſo much 
as a verbal Recompence from the Re- 
cetver. Write upon the Sea, with the 
beſt of Pencils, and a Man of exqui- 
fite Sight ſhall not find there one legi- 
ble Charafter : No more ſhould we 
perform aC&ts of Charity, for Sight or 
Oſtentation ; becauſe the Good Works 
that are moſt /ecyetly carried, ſhall be 
moſt, and moſt openly Rewarded ; yet 
there is a Time, when Good Works 
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ought to be Viſible, and {0 to be Tran(- 
acted, that they may be diſcern : 

x. For Di/tin10y, that a good Chri- 
ſtian may be ſignaliz'd by his Charity. 

2, For the Example and Encourage- 
ent of others; ſuch Lights are now 
a-days wanting, to thoſe that are-miſled 
in the ways of Darkneſs. 

G O D hath fo ordered his Bleſſings, 
that many times wiſible Good Works, 
and pablick Rewards meet, and are as 
the noiſe of fo many Waters : The flux, 
reflux, and freedom of Motion in that 
Elemer;, teacheth us to multiply 200d 
Works, and give Alms Liberally ; The 
Lord loveth the Cheerful Giver, whoſe 
Acts of Charity reſemble the Waves rol- 
lng one upon another. 

Whoever communicates his Bread 
unwillingly, more to deliver himſelf 
from the Petitioner's Impoftunity, than 
for the {ake of Chri#, or in obedience 
to his Commands ; that Man, ſurely, 
either diſtruſts GO D's Kyowleadge, or 
his Promiſes, imagining his Matter 1s 
ignorant of his Eſtate, or his Meaning ; 
or he dares not truſt him, to requite 
his Kzjndnefs. Wil 


[ 41 ] 

Will you hear another Reaſon, that 
may prevail with us to Ca# our Bread 
upon the Waters ; It is, becauſe thoſe Wa- 
ters, by their ſeveral Channels, return 
to their Head and Fountain : CHRIST 
is that Head, Source, or Spring of thoſe 
Waters on which our Bread- is to be 
ſcatter'd. Chr: 1s {tiled Shiloh in our 
Exgliſh Bibles, ſignifying a Fountarn of 
living Waters : The Poor ſtream from 
Him; and by them, our Charity ſhall 
ſuddenly be return'd ito CHRIST'S 
Boſom : For this, among other Reaſons, 
our Shiloh, the SAviounr of the 
World, did appear Poor, and deſtitute 
of Friends, and 'Temporal Comtorts, 
to promote, and to make Tryal of the 
World's Charzty. 

Care is to be taken, that the Frowns 
of the Alms-giver may not ſowre the 
Bread he beſtows ; but let a Liberal 
Hand, and a cheerful Heart, accompa- 
nyed with Afﬀability, render the Gift 
more obliging, and the Gratuity more 
valuable ; ſo will your Kindneſs every- 
where be welcome ; ſo will it be mani- 
jeſt, you Give for the Love of C =—_ 

an 
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and not meerly in hopes of a Requital ; 
He that ſheweth, Mercy let him do it with 
Cheerfulneſs, ſays the great DoGor of 
the Geptiles, Roms. 12. 2 Cor. 9.7. From 
ſuch a Generous Mind proceeds the 
Name of Liberality, ſays Seneca, in his 
Tract of Benefits ; whoſe Sentences, 
more than Moral, ſeem Abſtratts of 
that Evangelical Doctrine, which St. 
Paul Taught the Romans, to whom 
Seneca was a Friend, and ſome think a 
Diſciple : Thoſe Gifts are leſs accepta- 
ble that caſually fall, or have been ex- 
torted by vehement Entreaties ; but of 
the Two, the firſt are moſt grateful ; 
that 1s, where a Kindneſs that was de- 
ſign'd for one Party, happens, againſt 
the Will of the Dozor, to be the Lot 
of another ; which ſometimes cometh 
to paſs, through a miſtake, by our par- 
ticular Providence, 

A good Chriftian will approve him- 
ſelf habitually Kind ; and he will, in 
preparation of Mind, always remain 
Charitable. Thus readineſs to G7ve, 1s 
pleaſing to Heaven, as much as to the 
longing Receiver; whoſe Deſire is not 


pre- 
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prevented, altho* his Demands are, by 
the greateſt expedition that. can be u- 
ſed in diſpenſing your Bounty : ('tis in 
theſe caſes, that ſpeedy Help is dou- 
ble Aſſiſtance ; Multumque gratins ve- 
pit quod facili, quam quod pleni manu 
datur.) It matters not, whether the 
Hand be full, {o as it be ready to com» 
municate. 

The' Perſon that doubts or delays 
to relieve the Poor, ſhews ſome unwil- 
lingneſs; and while he taketh time to 
conſult the Caſe, and deterrs his An- 
(wer, by cauſing the Petitioner too 
long to wait upon his Pleaſure he ſpoils 
the Berefit, 

Go, and come again to Morrow, are 
the words of no good Chriſtian, and 
but of an ill Neighbour : *Tis'a ſubtil 
fort of Denial, that proves the more 
cruel, becauſe it is Politick. I would 
chuſe rather to refuſe the Mendicant”s 
Requeſt at once, then twice to Anſwer 
him coldly ; {o as my Delays, by tiring 
the poor Creatures Patience, ſhall force 
him to ſeek that Aſſiſtance from others, 
which is in my Power to ——_ 

uch 
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Such is the ſpiritual Nature of all Work ; 
of Mercy, they are apt to evaporate byk: 
flow Effuſions; whereas he that ſud 
denly Giveth, by ſhortning the Time,IR 
doubles the Receiver*s Profit : You can 
not be delighted with the Sighs, Groans [q, 
and Tears of Chriſtians, almoſt Pined},; 
and Naked: Mult the ſorrowful Ac-ly 
eents of the Poor, awaken your dull} 
Charity ? Then ſuppoſe yourſelfas much g 
in Want, and as umportunate, implo-ſ y 
ring at the Gate of Heaven, of G OD { 
for Mercy ; then imagine an Angryf « 
Judge > Eds to give Ear to yourſ | 
; 
c 
[ 
| 
| 


Complaints: Why ſhould not that God 
you have ſo much, and often Offended, 
uſe you with the ſame Rigour, and ex- 
amine you with the ſame Strictnels? 
Why ſhould he not hear, before your 
Face, 11! Neighbours accuſing you with 
Violence and Falſhood ; ſcarce permut- 
ting you to plead in your own Defence! 
Why ſhould he not take all advantage 
_ of your Pleading ? This is your way;ſ| 
and therefore no more. than 1n Juſtice 
you ought to expe&t. Forbear your 
pes of Mercy, atter your Death,whuch} 
in 
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Yrksl; your Life you have refus'd to extend 
o your afflicted Brother. | 
ud-j Caf thy Bread apon the CUatrrs.) 
me Remember it 1s an Element of Univer- 
abJfal uſe, in which all plead a Freedom ; 
nSfdefign'd for the Benefit of all Creatures ; 
nedJand ſuch is the nature of Charity : *Tis 
Ac-Funiverſally communicable, and ought 
ul} to be every-where flowing. We are 
uch oblig?d, not only to Give, but to Give 
of univerſally, without reſpeQting the Per- 
Df fon, or enquiring too ſeverely into the 
ry] occalion, or other circumſtances of his 
oury Decay : Hear St. Paul publiſhing this 
7 od Doctrine, Gal. 6. Do good unto all Mex : 
ed,f Tis a general Rule without excepti- 
exon; yet there is a Remark follows in 
S'F the Terth Verſe of that Chapter, That 
Dur ir ought to be done to the Houſhold of 
ith] Faith eſpecially ; directing our Alms to 
uy be diſtributed in a more particular man- 
<'f] ner to ſome than to others. 
ge Receive the Rule therefore in this 
Y if Sence, Do good to All, but to ſome 
I more eminently ; Gzve there, and Give 
ut oder, but Give here more plentifully ; 
" Allow them, but Maintain thele ; there 
Re« 
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Relieve, but here = .- : You muff 
look upon the Houſhold of Faith as 
your own Family, that calls for your 


Paternal Care and Conduct, as the 
Neighbourhood does tor your Kind- 
\ nels, 

The beſt next, are thoſe good Offi- 
ces ſhewed to your Country : Then 
all Men, and the whole World of Pa- 
gans, 0 far as they Want, and you are 
able to Contribute, are become Oh- 
jets of your Charity : For all good 
Chriſtians are ſo far trom wiſhing, and 
ſo much further from endeavouring the 
Confuſion of any Perſon, that they 
make. it their daily buſineſs, not on- 
ly to pray for the Converſion of All, 
but uſe all Means, at all Times, to 
benefit their Souls with their Bo- 
dies, 

Truly, that Mandate for Alms is 
very large, St. Luke 6. 3o. Give to e- 
very Man that asketh, &c, and He that 
impoſeth that Command, 1s Lord of 
all that we Poſſeſs : And that we may 
afford ſo to Give, He hath made us as 


large a Promiſe, St. Matt. 7. 7. Ask, 
and 
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| 4nd you ſball heve : Seek and You ſball find, 


&c. St. Jerom, with an Eye upon theſe 
words of our Bleſſed Saviour, ſays, We 
muit do Good without Diſcretion ; not 
Setting, but Sowing ; not Planting, but 
Scattering our Atts of Charity ; not u- 
ſing too much Exat#neſs, but all man- 
ner of Freedom in Giving ; 10 ſhall we 
reconcile to Ourſelves a multitude of 
Bleſſings. Thus are we encouraged 
by the Prophet 1/azah, Bleſſed are you 
that Sow beſide all Waters. 

The Evangelical Seer herein imitates 
the Language of Solomon, Cait thy Bread 
upon the Waters, &c. Ben. Sira, varies 
the Phraſe, ſaying, Scatter thy Bread 
upon the Waters, and upon the firm Land 
alſo: By Firm Land, he means Men 
of Eſtates, Men that are 1n no Want, 
as Magiſtrates, and Temporal Powers, 
(they are the Terra firma) and the Rule 
is, to make this Commandment of Cha- 
ricy, extend to that great Duty of Obe- 
dience, to which the Jews, as well as 
we, had enough to be exhorted, that 
their Man of 1/rael defir'd ſhould in- 
clude all ſorts of Allegiance, which is 

a 
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a Debt, of the Subject, to the Supream 


Power of the Nation ; but becauſe this 
is a Tiffany-piece, that will abide but 
yu Touches, I ſhall leave the Rab- 
; to manage his own Argument: .*Tis 
certain, Love comprehends all that we 
owe to Super1ors, as well as Interiors ; 
and we ought to Obey the higher Po- 
wers, more for Conſcience ſake, then 
Terror. 
This is the meaning of thoſe DoQors 
that tell us, Dominion i founded on Love, 
and that by Love the World is goverr?d : 
But, while I am diſcourling of Alms, 
I ſhall confine the Words of Solomon 
to a more narrow Signification : And 
forſaking the Notion of the Rabbz, ſide 
with that of the Philoſopher, Ubican- 
que homo beneficio eit locus ; Where-ever 
a "Man 1s, there's place for a Benefit ; 
for where there is a Man, there is Mi- 
ſery ; which, as ſoon as he declares, 
we are oblig'd to ſhew him Mercy, 


When the poor Man ſtandeth at thy- 


Door, 1n expectation of thy Kindneſs, 
be careful of your Examinations of his 


Perſon, his Parentage, his Education, 
his 
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his Country, his manner of Living, be 
not over tedious or detrimental ; not 
made to protraQt Time, or find Excu- 
ſes, or that you may take occaſion of 
Denial: Yet you may lawfully queſti- 
on the Party concern'd, as the Mari- 
ners did Jonah ; Who art thou ? Where 
is thy Habitation * What"s your Imploy ? 
Not as a News-monger, or one fond of 
Idle Stories ; but as a good Chriſtian to 
diſcourage Idleneſs, and promote Pie- 
ty: Not looking for eminent Vertues 
in the Beggar, nor demanding large 
Teſtimonials; as if you were to be- 
tow an Office, or bequeath him your 
Eſtate; as if you were not then de- 
hgn'd to relieve his preſent Wants, 
but to reward his Merits: Enquire on- 
ly for God's ſake, and Give for God's 
ake, from GOD alone expecting a 
Recompence. 

What if theſe Waters are many ? 
What 1f they riſe higher and higher 
upon our Prattice? Fear not the fai- 
lure of your Eſtate, becauſe the Sacri- 
fices are frequent and numerous ; bes 
cauſe 4/ms 15 derived from the Cor- 

E ruption 
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ruption of the Greek, Eleemoſynary, [ine 
wo/yn,] whoſe Root is Mercy, [ta:©;] of 
which Chri# 1s the Fountain, and that 
Fountain 1s inexhauſtible : Yet there 1s 
a barbarous Author, derives Eleemoſyna- 
ry, from two words of the Hebrews, viz. 
Eli, God; and Mots, FV ater ; and to con- 
firm his Derivation, He ſtileth Als, 
the Dew of Heaven, The Gentleman 
{cemeth to have been no great Profici- 
ent either in Greek or Hebrew; for he 
might have taken his Ermology, with 
as great Reaſon, from Elias and Moſes ; 
and from that inferr*d, Charity com- 
prehends the Whole Law, and the Pro- 


phets, | 


But, leaving Erymologies, Alms is de 
fined a work of Mercy, Love, and Li- 
berality, performed only for G O D's 
ſake, to ſome neceſſitared Perſons. In 
the Work, there is to be conſidered 
ſomewhat within us [aliquid intis] lo 
as, looking at home, we fnd it a Chri- 
ftian At of Mercy ; but if we look a- 
broad, it appears an external Act of 
Charity, that is exerted in Obedience to 


the Divine Commandment : We make 
it 


Con 


it a Beauty, by putting upon it the be- 
coming Face of Lzberality : *Tis con- 
ceiv*d by C— but Love gives 
it the hand of Accompliſhment, A 
Bountiful Hand and Heart, oblige e- 
ven thoſe that Hate you, by making 
their Favours Publick ; and by this 
happy way of doing well, bribe their 
Enemues into good Nature. 

If you defire to ſee the Mother of 
Alms, let me tell you, firſt, if ſhe could 
appear in Humane Shape, nothing but 
Truth could vie Beauty with her ; for 
her Name is Charzty : She is ſpotted with 
Stars, and ſpangled with Divine Graces. 
Here give me leave to ſay, That Alms- 
giving isa good Work, and is Meritori- 
ous; but rhe Merit is not plac'd upon 
the bare Humane Act, but upon the 
Grace of G O D's Holy Spirit, and upon 
his never-failing Promiſe, which are 
the Grounds and Conſtitutive Principles 
of all Merit. ?Tis not us, but the Grace 
of God working in us, and the Thurd 
Perſon of the Holy Trinity co-operating 
with us, that deſerves G O D's Norice, 
and his Recompence, [ Principia Merito- 
2 YH 
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rum cmnium ſunt Divina:] Yet not ex- 
cluding the Will and Diſpoſition of the 
Alms-gtver, that hath the Honour, in all 
good Works, to co-operate with his Ma- 
ker. God is Love, and all works of Love, 
partake ſo much of the Divine Nature, 
that they muſt needs be Crowned. But 
this Diſcourſe relates to the Promiſe ; 
yet we were Treating of the Commana- 
ment, which injoyns us to Give; weigh- 
ing the Receiver's Wants, but over-look- 
ing his Deſerts; for we are not bidden 
to Taſte thoſe Waters that we are to 
caſt our Bread «pox, to prove whether 
they are Sweet or Bitter ; for, who-ever 
giveth Ams, not becauſe G OD hath ſo 
Commanded, but becauſe he ſuppoſeth 
either the Poor have merited ſo much 
at his hands already, or now do, or 
w1ll hereafter deſerve his Charity ; that 
Perſon, to ſpeak properly, giveth not 
an Alms, but diſchargeth the Debt, and 
{tareth an Account. So he that giveth 
not meerly for the Lord's ſake, but in 
hopes of ſome Humane Requital,inſtead 
of beſtowing his Alms, he purchaſeth a 
K;nanefs, and maketh himſelf an Inte- 
reſt, | The 
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The eſpecial attra&t of Alms, ought 
to be Divine Love, without any by-re- 
ſpect to Temporal Returns, or the Me- 
rits of the Receiver. 

Why ſhould I tire you with Repe- 
titions ? Effet of Love ought to be 1n- 
larg'd only to ſuch as are really Neceſſ- 
tated ; for Want is the proper Object 
of Mercy. Where there is no Want, 
there may be Favours, Gifts, and Pre- 
ſents, but no perfe& Charity. 

Thus far in reference to the Defini- 
tion : The Diviſion of Atms hath anti- 
_ been in Seven Spiritual Acts, re- 
ſpecting the Soul, and in Seven more 
as pertinent to the Body. 

Which are Principal AQts of Charity, 
and affords us a mighty Proſpect 1n- 
to a large Field of Diſcourſe, but ſome- 
what beſide our preſent Buſineſs : I de- 
fire only to lead you to this Duty ; to 
that end, ſetting before you, how much 

ood thoſe beſt of Men, that went be- 
ore us, have perform®d for our Exam- 
ple: If we look no farther than the 
Jews, (God's Select People) they were 
injoyn'd every Third Year, To Tythe 
E 3 the 
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the encreaſe of their Lands a Second Time, 
for Charitable Uſes, (atter they had Ty- 
thed it once for the maintainance of 
the Clergy :) So we read, Deut.: 14. 
They gave a Tythe extraordinary de- 
fignd for an Aims, to Four ſorts of 
People : 


The Straxger, 


The Fatherlefo, 

The Widow ; and, 

The Poor Infirm Levite, that could 
not Officiate. 


And in Harveſt, they were forbid- 
den the Reaping every Corner of their 
Fields, and might not gather up the 
Gleanings : They were not permitted 
to pull every Cluſter of Grapes in their 
Vintage : Nor to beat every Bough of 
their O/zves : Nor to fetch a Sheat for- 
g0tten. 

| Theſe were Elcemoſynary Parcels, de- 
ſend for the Reliet of all that were 
Poor and Afflicted. "Theſe Statutes are 
recorded, Levzt. 19. 23. And the ſame 
Commands, and Prohibitions, we find 
Devt. 
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Dezt. 24. rendring this ſingle, as ſuff- 
cient, I am the Loyd, your God;, which 
adds force to the Mandate, and puts a 
period to the Duty : as if the Sacred Vo- 
lame had thus declar'd ; Murmur not 
_ at theſe Orders, nor grudge ſuch confli- 
derable Leavings ; tor, For I am the 
Lord, youare Tenants at Will: All you 
poſſeſs is Mine : It is aa Honour I do 
you, to give you the Title : You hold 
=_ Lands, your Lives, your All of Me, 

y certain Services, and by Courtelie : 
[ am the Lord ; the Property reiides in 
Me : There is nothing yours, at moſt, 
but by Will, or by Copy ; ſo as you 
have no right to Ingrole the good things 
of this Lite, or to hold them in durance. 
I am the Lord; from Me you receive 
all your Treaſure ; therefore, fear nor 
Poverty : I gave you this, and can give 
you more ; take My Word, your Als 
ſhall be doubled in Bleſſings, and re- 
{tor*d into your Boloms. 

The Jews were commanded nor-on- 
ly to be Charitable in the Field, but had 
a plain Statute for Alms-eivire, at their 
own Houſes, Deut. 15. If there is a Poor 


E 4 Maz 


wo, Þ 
Man among thyBrethren,within thy Gates, 
thou ſhalt not harden thy Heart, nor ſhut 
thy Hand from thy poor Brother ; but thou 
ſhalt open thy Hand wide, and thy Heart 
all not be grieved, when thou Give#t, 

Obſerve in the "Text, Three Motives 

. to Compaſhon : Co 


1. The Max 1s Poor. 

2. He is near in Blood, One among 
thy Brethren, 

3. Hezs within thy Gates, 


Let his Poverty make you ſenſible 
of his Want : Let his Relition move 
you to Pity : Let his Neighbourhood 
infame your Aﬀettion. And you may 
there take 'notice of two Directions 11 
Giving : | hs 4 


1. Diſpence your Al/ms with a hand 
_ open ; that is, Give Bountiful- 
Y. 

2. With a willing Heart, free from 
Grudging. | " 1+ 
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. Hecoatinues, Thy Light 


(72 
[Theſe Latter Authorities are deri- 
ved from the Law that was given at 
Mount S:nai. Let us now hear the 
Prophets : 
David maketh it a CharaQeriſtical 
Note of a good Man, to be Merciful ; 
and holdeth giving Alms the belt uſe 
of an Eſtate, P/al. 72. 2. He nameth 
it the great work of the Me/iah, to De- 
fend the Poor, Heal the Infirm, and 
Succour the Afflicted. 

Solomon, his Son, informs us, Prov. 
29. 7. A Righteous Man conſidereth the 
cauſe of the Poor ; adding 1n the 14. ver. 
of the ſame Chapter, The Kyzng that 
faithfully judgeth the Poor, ſhall have his 
Throne Eſtabliſhed : And this is the wi- 
ſeſt of Monarchs. 

You may read in the Book of the 
Prophet 1/azah, The way to Divineand 
Eternal Honour, 1s dealing thy Bread 
to the Hungry, lodging Exiles, covering 
the Naked ; and, in a ſtrange Phraſe, 
to draw out thy Soul to the Empty : Then 

ſhall ariſe from 
Obſcurity, thy priſtine Darkneſs ſhall be= 
come Light, and reſemble the Sun in its 
EEE TOO oY, Glory. 
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Glory, This 1s the Evangelical Pro- 
phet. 

We read 1n the 22. Chap, of Eze- 
kiel, God threatneth the Jews with ma- 
ny terrible Judgments, for Oppreſ/in 
4 Stranger, and Vexing the Fatherleſs 
«and Widow. This is the Prieſt of the 
Captives, transferr*d with Jehoiachim. 

Danicl maketh Alms the trueſt ſign 
of ſincere Repentance ; and will have 
Charity put into the definition of the 
Righteous. Thus 1s the Man of Vi- 
ſions, to whom all Changes, which 
ſhould concern the Jews, from the Ba- 
bylonian Captivity, to the general Re- 
ſurreQtion, was Revealed. Theſe pre- 
ceeded the Me/iah; and their Writings 
make the biggeſt part of the Old Teſh 
ment. Let us now conſult the Goſ- 

cl. 
' To begin with the Baptit : Theſe 
Alms are the good Fruit he demands ; 
Fruit fit for Penztents to produce, Our 
dear Maſter Preacheth the ſame Do- 
Etrine St, Luke 11, Give Alms of ſuch 
things as you have, and behold all things 
are clean unto you: ASH CHRI £ f 

cl 
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had told us, Alms are inſtead - of all 
Levitical Purifications ; and are ac- 
cepted in Heaven ſooner than the cu- 
rious Preſcription of Moſes. Love is 
a flame that cleanſeth better than the 
Legal Rites ; and a Fire that 1s conſi- 
ſtent with Holy Water ; the ſmall Sa- 
crifices of Chriſtian Love, recommend- 
ed in the New Teſtament, have Ver- 
tues Superior to the firſt Fruits, and 
thoſe greater ones of the O/d Teſtament : 
They have power to Sanctthie our whole 
Eſtate, to make it Firm and Fertile, and 
to propogate it with our Iflue. *Ts 
more Bleſſed ro Give, than to Receive ; 
that's a Maxim of the Bleſſed 7 E- 
SUS, which his Apoſtles and Diſci- 
ples did approve ; and every true Chri- 
ſtian will acknowledge. 
St. Peter mightily preſleth us to Chri- 
ſtian Love, and Hoſpitality, 1 Per. cap. 
I, ver. 22. Steins you have purified 
your Souls, in obeying the Truth, through 
the Spirit, and to unfeigned Lowe of the 
Brethren, ſee that you Love one another 
with pure Heart fervently, Thus 1s the 
Prince of the Apoltles. E 
[, 


” 
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St. John {peaks of nothing ſo much, 
as Love and Charity, 1 St. Johp 4. 7. 
Let us Love one another, for Love tis 
of God, &c. This is the Beloved Diſ- 
ciple. 

St. James extols good Works much, 
and with ſome vehemence promotes 
Charity ; deriding the Solifidian Pro- 
feſſors, that have nothing [i= ® move] 
beſides a ſtrong Credulity ; with which 
Julian upbraided ſome early Believers, 
that expected Salvation by Faith only. 
This James was the firſt Chriſtian Bt- 
{ſhop of the Holy City Jeruſalem. 

St. Payl, (whole Writings too ma- 
ny wreſted to their own Deſtruction, 
which was one cauſe ſome other Apo- 
ſtles wrote ſo little, and ſome wrote 
nothing :) He was careful and zealous 
to deal with the firſt Chriſtians of Rome, 
and thoſe in Greece and Aſia, for a Col- 
lection, as St. Peter, St. James and St, 
John had charged him, when he firſt 
Travelled to make Proſelyres, Gal. 2. 
Io. And this is the great DoCtor of 
the Gentzles. 
| Will 
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Will you have another added to theſe 
Four great Apoſtles ? 'The Author of 
that Learned Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
writeth in this manner, To do Good, and 
to Communicate forget not ; for with ſuch 
Sacrifices GO D is well pleaſed. If you 
will contend that Epiſtle was Written 
by St. Paul, T ſhall be content to Humor 
you, ſeeing the Dotrine of good Works 
ſhall receive no diſparagement by his 
Authority. | 

Thus far the Duty hath been ratify'd 
by Precepts, but Examples are more 
forcible Motives to Well-doing, and are 
as numerous in the Bible, pointing out 
to Chriſtians (as ſo many Mercuries ) 
the direCt way to Felicity. 

Abraham frag at the door of his 
Tent, looketh for ſome weary Tra- 
veller, to whom he may give an In- 
ſtance of his Chariry ; who, for his 
repcated Works of Mercy, delerv*d 

the Reverend Title of the Father of 
the Faithful. 

Lot, ſtanding at the Gate of the Ct- 
ty, doth expeCt ſome diſtreſſed Stran- 
ger tc make Experiment of his Kind- 

nels, 
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neſs,, and Taſte his Hoſpitality ; He 

gave the wandring Paſſenger a Meet- 

ing, leſt he ſhould be prevented inthis 

Courteſies, This was an Oriental Prince 

and Prelate, Patron of the Five Cities, 
and the Lord of Zpar. 


It was the Cuſtom of Fob, to enter- 


tain the Fatherleſs in his Houſe, and in- 
vite the Poor to his own Table. This 
Man, if you will have it ſo, was High- 
Prieſt of Hierapolis, and Prince in A- 
rabia, 

Solomon, in ſuch Practices, was Ex- 
emplary; ſhewing himſelf in Love, as 
well as Empire, a Succeſſor to his Fa- 
ther David, This Man, after GOD's 
own Heart, thought himſelf not degra- 
ded by particular Acts of Devotion and 
Charity, He knew how to reconcile 
Love and Honour; and reputed him- 
ſelf no leſs a King, for diſtributing, at 
certain Seaſons, a Loaf of Bread, a Flag- 
gon of Wine, and a Portion of Fleſh, 
to every ſingle Perſon of his decay*d 
Subjects. 

Obſerve how the Jews, when they 
were return'd from their —_— . 
cele- 
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celebrated their Feſtivals with remark- 
able Contributions. Their Forms of 
Devotion ended, they did injoy them- 
ſelves in a generous participation of De- 
licacies ; they drank freely, to Chear- 
fulneſs, not to Exceſs, and diſpatcht a- 
way Proviſions to the pooreſt Families, 
that they might be Sharers 1n the Joy, 
and the Feaſt, which they were not 
able to furniſh ; and be made Parta- 
kers in'the Gratitude they paid to Hea- 
ven, by ſhewing themlelves-pleas'd for 
National Bleſſings. 

We read, Ger. 21. 33. of the Patri- 
archs Grove, which, the Rabb:ixs inform 
us, was Planted purpoſely tor Charita- 
ble Entertainments; which they gather, 
becauſe the Letters of the Name (wx 
Eſbel, a Grove,] ſignifie by Cabaliſm, 
Meat, Drink, and Lodging ; viz. Achi- 
lah, Shutyan, Linah. 

To paſs from-:the Jews to the Chri- 
ſtians, How are the Churches of Achais 
and Macedonia celebrated in St. Pas/Ps 
Epiſtles, for their generous Contributi- 
ons? "The Prayers and Alms of Corneli- 
#5 alcended to G OD, ſhewing _— 
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Maſter the way to Heaven : And tho? 
both are very laudable, yet the Fathers 
aſcribe to Al/ms the Preheminence, 

So to Live, and PraQtife Religion, is 
to accompliſh the Laws, and comply 
with the Will of Solomon : ?Tis to do 
more than that comes to ; for Solomon 
was but a Type of Chri# : But to ex- 
erciſe Love, is to follow the ſteps of 
Chri#t himſelf, and to obey the DiQ- 
ates of the Supream Maſter ; who, ha- 
vaing no Purſe-Bearer for himſelf, had 
always a Treaſurer for the Diſtreſled ; 
and daily wrought Miracles, to fatishe 
their Wants in the Wilderneſs ; chu- 
ſing rather to Faſt Forty Days, than to 
multiply Loaves for appeaſing his own 
Hunger ; He having no Houle to hide 
his Head in, laid his Commands upon 
the Heavens, that his Followers might 
be freed from the Injuries of the ill 
Weather. While he was contented- 
ly depriv'd of ordinary Convenien- 
ces, he was not contented his Diſciples 
ſhould ſuffer ; but for their ſakes made 
uſe of his Divinity, that He might ſhew 
himſelf Hoſpitable in rhe Deſart. al 

"Ts 
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*Tis not for Mex alone to pretend to, 
or claim the Glory that artends Chriſtian 
Love; for Women ſcem naturally more 
Compaſhonate. Sacred and Prophane 
Stories will furniſh us with Infinite Pre- 
cedents of their Charity : 'The ZXyreptar 
Widow, to relieve the Prophet E/zah, 
hazards the Pining of her felt, and her 
Son, and puts to the adventure, all the 
lad Accidents of a miſerable Famine, 
Another caſt two Mites into the Corbar, 
(or Sacred Treaſury) from which the 
Poor of all ſorts were Relieved ; it- was 
her whole Pittance; and to approve her 
{elf Charitable, ſhe runs the Risk of the 
moſt diſconſolate effects of Foverty.Cha- 
rity (the Name is Feminine, and) hath 
always been Pictur'd in the Shape, 
and with the Features of a Beautiful 
Woman : the Chriſtian Church takes 
delight in the rehearſal of the Names of 
her loving,and her officious Daughters : 
She hath many,fuch as Dorcas, that 1m- 
ploy, and pleaſe themſelves in Lodging 
Strangers ; in working admirable Pieces 
tor Temples and Altars ; and deſ:zgning 


their Studies and Portions for the pub- 
; F lick 
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lick Uſes of true Religion : They ex- 
erciſe their Chriſtian Vertues, by gt- 
ving Alms daily, Waſhing the Saints 
Feet, Viſiting the Sick, and Comfort- 
ing all thoſe that are in any manner 
of Affliction. 
Credible Hziftorrans acquaint us with 
the Hſþ:tality of the Ancient City Bre- 
inore, in Italy; how the Burgeſſes vied 
Bounty, and itrived to exceed one ano- 
ther, in putting Obligations upon Stran- 
gers. So great was their Emulation 
to do good, that, in fine, they deter- 
min'd to Erect a Column in their Mar- 
ket, to which Brazen Rings in Plates 
were faſ..ned ; upon thoſe Plates, the 
Names of all the Noted Families in 
Town were Engraven'd ; all Strangers 
were carried thither, and made choice 
ot ore of thoſe Names for their Recep- 
tion : "The Houſe, to which the Stran- 
er by choice defir'd to reſort, was 
forthwith; inforn”d, by one of the dai- 
ly Waiters ; the Maſter of the Fanuly 
thereupon -came rejoycing, and con- 
ducted his Gueſts, that was ſometimes 


miſerable Poor, to his Houſe, with hy 
® 
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of Triumph : And, Why not ? ſeeing 
Charity goes attended with Reward and 
Victory.” 

”Tis not always, that we ought to 
do well with ſo much folemnity ; For 
many times, Works of Mercy are beſt 
perforg'd with Privacy, Sound not a 
1rumpet when thou giveit Alms, lays 
our dear Maſter, St. Matthew 6, No, 
not a Trumpet, ſays Chriſologus ; bes 
cauſe ſuch Kindneſs, attended with a 
Noiſe, cometh not ſo much like a 
Friend, as like an Enemy : Ir ſeems 
to Inſult over the Wants of the Re. 
ceiver, and to Aſſault his Modeſty, 
This 1s not to Relieve ſo much, as 
to Triumph over thy poor Brother, 
It is worſe : It is an upbraiding God, 
as if He was beholding to your Fa» 
vour, and could not enable that poor 
Heart ro Subſiſt without your Chari- 
ty. If that be the Exgliſh way of gi- 
ving A/ms,luch Donors malt pay them- 
ſelves with the popular Name of Patri« 
ots, or Benefattors to the Publick. They 
muſt forbear their Pretenſ1ons to fu- 
ture: Recompence ; becauſe our great 
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Maſter declares, they have their Re- 
ward, The __ Prayers of the 
Poor, and the never-failing Promiſe of 
G O D, ſhall prove but of ſmall ad- 
vantage to their miſtaken Souls, that 
had no reſpect to either of them, in 
their Alms-giving, but only to the Ap- 
plauſe of the People. 

Let it ſuffice, that G OD diſcerns th 
Bounty ; make Him only thy Witneſs, 
that 1s, to be thy Judge; and the Righ- . 
teous G OD ſhall make Requital, that 
knows how much confidence you re- 
poſe 1n his Juſtice, You may remain 
aſlurd, He that would not have the 
Left-band know what the Right-hand 
giveth, will not allow you to tell them 
chat will tell every Body, how munch 
you beſtow. Give Alms there, where 
there is no Man to diſcover it, and, Thy 
Father which ſeeth in Secret will Reward 


you openly, 


Thus we have Travers'd the Com- 
mandment : Let us proceed to the Pro- 
miſe; Thou ſhalt find thy Bread,after ma- 
ny Days, which thou doſt caſt upon the 
Waters, | Sees 


[69] | 

Seeing Riches are valuable Bleſſings, 
ſuch as afford us in this Life no deſpica- 
ble Comforts ; it concerns us to know, 
for whoſe ſake, and upon what account 
we caſt them away ; tor it is ſomewhat 
to deprive Ourſelves and our Poſterity 
of their Service : Hear me, theretore, 
and acknowledge the Charitable Pra- 
Ctices of the Church, to be founded 
upon the higheſt Reaſon : You will be 
loath to part with your Treaſure, but 


upon the beſt Security ; you ſhall have 
the beſt Word of a Kzng, and a Prie#; 


and They are both inviolable. S-lo- | 


2w03 ingages his Honour, that you ſhall 
find it ; which is as much as to ſecure 
you, you ſhall be no Loſers, What you 
{catter upon the Waves, doth not pe- 


riſh ; but the Stream wall return to re- 


ſtore your Kindneſs. 

Have you never ſeen a Ship, of good 
Burthen, Laden with the Richeſt Mer- 
chandice, arrive in a fate Haven ? She 
carries out of the Owners Sight ; She 

-makes a Voyage of many days ; yet, 
at length, ſhe returns her Treaſure up- 
on the Exchange, and brings the Ad- 
[1 F 3 VEil- 
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venturer an advantageous Cargo. 

- But the Ship may be wrackt, and 
there the Lading may Feriſh : But Here 
you run no {ſuch Hazard ; For, ſuppo- 
ſing the Poor ſhould Miſcarry , your 
Alms will be ſafely conveyed to the 
Port; for the Bearer 1s no ſooner out 
of your Door, or the Gift out of your 
Hand, but G OD takes it into his Pro- 
tection and Cuſtody : Holy Angels are 
the Convoy, and CAHRIST looking 
upon the Donative, now to be Conſe- 
crated, undertakes to balance all Loſ- 
ies. He confiders of Gains, to place 
to the Donor's Account, and of a Way 
to double your Intereſt : The Lord 
chargeth himſelf wirh the Gift, where- 
ever 1t 1s; and therefore doth not al- 
low you to demand or expect Repay- 
ment, by Word or Deed, from a Third 
Perſon. 

Let it be the Part of Puablicans and 
Sizners, to Feaft their thriving Neigh- 
bours ; while He that deſigns to per- 
form Ads of Charity, muſt, by his In- 
vitations, make the Szck, the Blind, and 
the Lame, his Gueſts, and thoſe poor 
| People 
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People that want a Dinner: So ſhall he 
be Bleſſed ; ſo ſhall he make himſelf a 
growing Intereſt ; It he dare take the 
Word of the World's Me/iah, he ſhall 
not fail to be Rewarded at the Refur- 
rection of the Juſt, St. Lake 14. which 
ſome offer to aſſert, ſhall precede the 
general Reſurrection. The Reward 
1s certain, T how ſbalt find it ; the terms 
are poſitive, Our good Decds cannot 
paſs unregarded : not a Cup of cold 
Water ; not a Morſel of Bread, ſhall 
eſcape G O D's Notice, or fall ſhort 
of His Remuneration. 

T hou ſhalt find it ; Thou thyſelf. ? Tis 
a ſtrange Kindneſs, that all Perſons have 
for their own Fleſh and Blood : Men are 
now a-days, more than ever, Lovers of 
themſelves; and they will adventure 
that upon their own Heads, which they 
dare not truſt upon the Heads of their 
Children and Relations. What Man 
is he,that poſleſſeth an Eſtate or Honors, 
which he deſfireth not to continue tor 
ever? Behold a Way to preſerve your 
Dignities, and hold your Mannors to E- 


ternity 1 Convert them into Solomon's 
| F 4 Bread 
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Bread, and Cait them upon the Waters ; 
it will prove pregnant of Bleſſings, and 
reſembling good Seed, it will continue 
to _ and ripen, and to yield an e- 
verlaſting Harveſt : Tos ſball find it af- 
ter many Days, in Heaven. | 
Suppoſea Man as Solicitous as can be, 
to Get and Save; *tis not in his Power 
to ſecure his Eſtare upon Earth, ſo much 
as to the fourth Generation. Notwith- 
ſtanding his Gaizs, he has no certainty, 
but that Poverty ſhall ſeize his Soxs or 
Nephews : But if you covet, to ſecure 
your Poſſeſſions to the Third and Fourth 
Generation, take the Meaſures here pre- 
icrib'd by Solomoz : You ſhall not only 
leave an Aflurance to the Third Heir, 
but you ſhall alſo retain what you give 
away: And, changing the On by 
choſe Alms you blew, you {hall bot 
make it theirs, and your own for ever. 
*Tis only ſo much of your Eſtate, that 
you can poflibly loſe, as you are not 
irec to impart : For all that you give in 
the way of Charity, you {hall ſurely 
hind ; and reckon ſo much goeth to- 
wards the making your ſpriritnal _ 
| ting 
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the more Glorious; and to purchaſe for 
you one of thoſe many Manſions, in the 
Houſe of our Heavenly Father ; where 
every token of Chriſtian Love ſhall ap- 
ran Ornament tothe Donor, to ren- 
der him bright as a Star, and ſerve his 
Appartment, inſtead of Painting and 
Coroniſh, Why, good Sir, ſhould you 
then demand or expett a Requital at the 
Hand of him that Receiveth the Boon ? 
. As if you knew not the Manto be God's 
Receiver ; or, as if you werealtogether 
unacquainted with the Diſpoſition of 
that Juſt and Bountiful Maſter he ſer- 
veth. Would you have many Thanks 
return'd ? or, Would you be highly 
Courted ?- or, baſely Flatter*'d out of 
your Benevolence? 'Thanksand Praiſes 
are bus indifterent Bribes; they pay no 
Debts, but only ſerve to corrupt Servile 
Spirits : Make yourſelf greater than 
that, and manifeltt more Horiour than 
that comes to; for to disburſe confidera- 
ble Sums for thoſe baſe Ends, 1s no 
part of Charity, but an ill Exchange. 
' Where real EffeQts are Bartered for 
Oily Words , and Slavith — - 
[ Y a= 
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[Gratis 101 aAatur quod gratits venditur,] 
i 


{o doing, you ſell your Kindneſs, and 
make but a bad Market ; becauſe,at the 
ſame time,you loſe Poſſeſſion of that you 
had, and loſe {ight of your Pay-Maſter, 
If that be your way to diſtribute Bread, 
for the ſake of reſpective Honours and 
Addreſs,you muſt compound with them 
for the whole Debt ; and accepting leſs 
than half Pay, for the Whole, take your 


leave of additional Bleflings, and future 7. 


Glory : chuling to take the Word of a 
Bezgar,rather than the Word of GOD; 
you loſe, at one inſtant, both yeur Com- 
memoration and Requital. 

When your meaning 1s to find your 
Bread, give 1t upon G O D's Account, 
that G O D may become your Debtor ; 
{o ſhall rhe Bread thou doſt diſpenſe, 
nouriſh thy own Soul unto Lite ever- 
laſting. 

Thou caſteſt Bread upon the Waters, 
which vary themſelves in many Fi- 
gures,and often change their condition ; 
yet, through the Divine Power and 
Truth, tis reſerv*d for your Ulſe,and the 
Bread is found again ; intimating, _ 
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the Subftance of all things is preſery'd 
entire, and lives eternally, 

The Bread which you lately did im- 
o_ have given over for loſt : *Tis 
not ſo, your Fear impoſeth upon your 
Reaſon ; the ſame ſhall be return'd 1n a+ 
nother Nature, and ina larger Meaſure, 
How, are you qualified to Receive, but 
are not contented to Give? Is it your 
deſign to put limits to Providence, and 
confine this World to reſt in your Coft- 
fers, that was created 1 Motion ? 

The Gift is put here, by an happy Fi- 
gure, for that Fruit and Recompence, 
which atter many days, tollows the Act 
of Giving, it is ſo contriv'd, to render 
the Giver as certain of the One, as ever 
he was ſure of the Other. : As there 1s 
upon Earth, a Communion of Saints, 
maintain'd by certain Spiritual Acts of 
Devotion, mixt with Charity ; fo there 
is an everlaſting Retaliation between 
Alms and its Recompence. 

There is a time ſet down (tho? not 
many circumſtances of it,) when the 
Charitable Perſon ſhall be Rewarded, 
afrer many Days,lays the Royal —_— 
0 
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ſo I thought, lays the Miſer,my Patience 
will be tired with waiting, tor the In- 
tereſt of my Money ; it will be long, 
you ſay, (and I know not how long) 
ere I ſhall be the better for that I give 
away. Doth my Father lye the eaſter 
in his Grave, for the Legacy he left to 
the Poor of the Pariſh ? His Condition 
might have been more eaſie [ Chuff] 
had he beſtow*d upon his Son better E- 
ducation ; all his Cares and Prayers are 
loſt upon-you, hs Succeſſor ; that thew 
your felt ungratefal to Heaven, and to 
your Parents. 

I leave you to Time and Torment, 
to correct your Miſtake ; but know, 
theſe Words [ after many Days] carry 
their own v/eight ; a Sence fo pleaſing, 
and include an Argument ſo ſtrong, 
that when you, and your Ingratitude, 
are Buried together, it ſhall ſerve to 
oblige Generations to come to the per- 
formance of this Duty. ?Tis Afrer many 
Days, the Charitable Man is ſaid to find 
his Bread; tofſignifie he ſhall live m__ 
Days ; his Life ſhall not be ſhortened, 
neither ſhall his Death be ſudden ; But 


his 
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his Days ſhall be prolong'd in this 
World, meerly that he may do good in 
his Generation. 

The Wicked and Blood-thirſty Max 
(ball not live out half his Days ; tor Wick- 
ed, you may read Uncharitable, becauſe 
the greater part of Wickednels proceeds 
from a Defect of Chariry. But there 
ſhall be Days added to the Bountiful 
Man's Years, as to Hezekiah's ; until his 
Years with his Vertues,encreaſe beyond 
the number of his Hairs, and procure for 
him everlaſting BenediCtions, and Em- 
belliſhments. | 

- Thou ſhalt find it after many Days : 
'Tis as it the Wiſe-Maz had ſaid, Thou 
ſhalt live many Days to do good with 
thy Riches ; and when thou haſt finifſÞ?d 
thy Courſe of multiplying good Offices 
rothy Brethren ; then, Afzer many Days, 
thou ſhalt find an Heavenly Treaſure, 
to the Accompliſhment of thy Felicity. 
Think not the time long becauſe the 
Pay is certain ; think it not tedious, be- 
cauſe at that time Bleſſings are grow- 
ing tor thy Comfort, and multiplying 
tor thy Uſe and Advantage, Why 

ſhould 
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ſhould you think the Time long, when 
all Time is inconſiderable, [ef t 
Minute, compar*d with that Eternity 
which ſhall afford you an Abyls of Joys, 
and Treaſures that can never periſh ? 
Thou ſhalt find it after many Days : 
There is a Time ſet apart, in the ſecret 
Will of G O D, wherein the Lord hath 
decreed to make youa plenary Requital; 
Not of ſome Earrhly thing, which is 
Tranſitory ; but full Pay, and of a Na- 
ture Spiritual, Glorious, and Permanent, 
It may be what you give away to Day, 
ou would have again to Morrow ; the 
Seed you Sow, doth not grow with that 
Expedition ; you mult aJlow it Time to 
die, and to revive again ; and to grow, 
before it can ripen to Harveſt : (But you 
dare truſt Earth further than Heaven, ) 
If you will have your Reward betore its 
due time,you mult have it impertect, as 
immature Fruit gather'd out of Seaſon, 
But, my Advice 1s, and it 1s Solomoy”s, 
To give it leave to come to Perfection ; 
{o ſhall you be ſure to find 1t, Afzer ma- 
ny Days, ſuch as you delire to have it, in 
all Points abſolute. k 
"Tis 
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Tis the Will of G O D;that as he for- 


' bears to puniſh us many Days, and ma- 


ny Days waits for our Amendments; ſo 
we ſhould add Patience to Charity, that, 
at once,the two Vertues may be Crown- 
ed. 

However, for our greater Encourage- 
ment, there are preſent Remunerations 
appointed for thoſe that are Charitable ; 
they ſhall have their Wiſhes very much 
gratify*d in this World, and in the 
World to come, their Hopes ſhall ex- 
pire in a happy Fruition. Here, 1n this 
Life, you {hall receive the Wages of 
Love in a ou meaſure ; but in the 
next, wn all enjoy what you expect 
in a ſatisfactory manner ; or, as the 
Chaldee Paraphraſe reads it Plenary. For 
indeed, theſe words, After many Days, 
are principally reterr*d to the Reſurre- 
Etion, and future Glory, Can, you pre- 
tend to Chriſtian Fazrh and Hope, and 
at the ſame time Deſpair and Murmur ? 
Will you preſcribe your G O D the 
Time, any more than the Method of 
Payment ? Hear the Voice of our Sa- 
viour! Lo! Icome, Yet youſay, Where 

is 
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is the Promile of his Coming ? If there 
be many Days before Chri/?”s Advent, 
there is the greater Preparation making 
for your Reception; and when He 
comes, you will be _ ſatisfied for at- 
tending the Lord's Leiſure. 

Shorten'not your Hand of Relief, be- 
cauſe G O D payeth Intereſt tor the 
whole Time of your Forbearance : You 
ſpoyl your Recompence, by coveting to 
have it ſuddenly. Comtort your felt in 
recollefting the good Ofhces you have 
perform'd, and ina good Conſcience in 
GOD's Promiſe,and in Comforts of this 
Life, that are ordinarily conferr*d and 
enjoy*d by the Charitable Perſon,as ſure 
Earneſt of a future Reward. Have a 
little Patience, the Days may be mary ; 
yet, at moſt, they are but Days that will 
ſoon expire, Perſiſt in your Godly Pur- 
poſes ; *tis not long, ere Mercies will 
plentifully return into your Boſom. 

The Time of waiting is not expreſt 
by Teers, or Months, nor by 10 much as 
Weeks ; bur mw by Days, that quickly 
come to their Period. Days are men- 
tioned, becauſe a Day receives denomi- 
nation 
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nation from, and has reference to the 
$«n's Motion ; importing, how Chrz#, 
the Son of Righteouſneſs, hath in this 
Day many great Works to perform in 
the Hearts of the Faithful; many Divine 
Graces to quicken; many Methods of 
Holineſs, and Meaſures of Redemption 
to fimiſh; we muſt not antidate our 
own or others Happineſs. When the 
Work of Chri3# is perfect in us, we ſhall 
ſurely find the Reward of our Charzry. 

Come then with a cheartul Heart, 
and a liberal Hand ; give the World 
an Inſtance of that Love and Bounty, 
which appears in imparting much to 
many ; and ſhows itſelf with advaq- 
tage in the quantity of the Gift, and the 
multitude of Receivers. 

He that Soweth Bountifully, (or as the 
Greek readeth, in Bleſſenes) 2 Cor. 9. 6. 


| ſhall Reap in Benedittions and Plentifully. 


The Apoſtle there proveth, "That the 
{ame Aſſurance the Seed-man has of an 
Increaſe, according to the proportion of 
his Sowinhg,that G O D will multiply his 
Favours upon the A4lms-giver, with e- 
quivolent Augmentations of Glory. 
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It was David's way of Praying, and 
ought to be ours, Have mercy upon 1s, 
O Lord, according to the Multitude of thy 
Mecrcies : Which is ſo far Doctrinal, that 
we muſt aford a multitude of Mercies 
to dur poor Brethren ; and then we ma 
approach the "Throne: of Grace with 
boldneſs, having Aſſurance that our Pe- 
titions will be Anſwered. 

You ſhall find it after many Days, ſays 
the Royal Preacher ; and though a M1- 
ſer may refuſe it, yet a good Chriſtian 
ought to look upon Solomon's Word, as 
better Security than Bond and Judg- 
ment, You are to have Regard to the 
poor Man'sWants,and at the ſame time, 
to your own Ability ; and confiding in 
Providence, are to Give rather more 
than your Eſtate can afford ; for ſuch is 
the Advice of the diſcreet Noble-man to 
his Son, Tb. cap. 4. v. 8. Of abundance, 
Give according ; Of a Little, be not a- 
frail of giving Alms of that Little; for 
thereby thou hoardeit up to thyſelf Trea- 
ſure againit the day of Neceſſity. Did 
I not tell you this betore? His Opinion 
agrees with mine; Youare to live yon 
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the thing only which you gave away. 
It follows in the 10. ver. of that 4. chap. 
Alms deliver from Death ; (meaning 
Death Eternal :) Where you find, in 
what manner you ſhall be repaid your 
Acts of Charity, with Lite Everlaſting. 
Bur {ti]l you Hzſitate, and look as if 
you would = I am very loath to 
part with a preſent Eſtate, without a 
preſcnt valuable Conſideration: That is 
your Miſtake ; you part with no preſent 
Eſtate, and you receive that, at preſcnt, 
which ought to be your Satisfaction. 
What would you be Recompenced for ? 
you have {o much only, as youcan ule; _ 
the reſidue you-fancy to be yours ; bur 
there 1s no more yours, than you can 
enjoy; of a Thouſand Mannors,and Ten 
Thouſand Droves of Cattle, theſe may 
pleaſe your Eye, and your Conceit, and 
with the thoughts of Poſleſſing,youmay 
{ſatishe your Hungry Humours ; bur in- 
deed another {hall enjoy as muchas you. 
Your Parks, Woods, Warrans, and your 
Game, with all the Delights and Gal- 
lantries of your Family ; out of all theſe, 
you can take no more than Meat, Drink, 
G 2 and 
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and Cloathing ; for which a ſmall Eſtate 
would fufice. But, here, you are Su- 
perior to many, having wherewithal to 
do ood ; that is, many good things 
trufted to your diſpoſal; and, here you 
have a ready way pointed out, to make 
a 'Temporal Income to become Spiritual 
and Eternal: for, only by giving Alms, 
you ſhall lay up for yourſelt Treaſure in 
Heaven, of which youcan never be de- 
priv*d ; and you ſhall forthwith receive 
lome "Temporal Satisfaction, for your 
AQts of Charity. For the Merciful Man 
never fails of particular Bleſſings in this 
Life, by Health, Strength, Wit, Peace, 
Preſervation from Dangers, by ſure 
Friends, by a good Wife, by hopeful 
Children, by ſecret Contentment in the 
Mind and Joy that is unſpeakable ; by a 
clear Reputation,and quiet Conſcience : 
By ſome or more of theſe Enjoyments, 
the Charitable Perſon ſhall immediate- 
ly find his Bread that he hath ſcatter*d 
upon the Waters. 

Placing, therefore, One Eye upon 
your preſent Condition, fix the other on 
the poor Man's Neceſlities ; and let the 

ſight 
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ſight of his Miferies, be the Rule of your 
Merctes ; for, in A/ms-givinz, much is 
but a little, where more is wanting ; 
and a little 1s much, where that little 
ſufficeth. 

Let the greedy Chutt plead a Di- 
ſtinQtion of thine and mine: Let him 
do what hecan to ſecure Property : Let 
him Entail his Lands, and enterprize all 
he may, to confirm his Title, or inlarge 
his Poſſeſſions: Let him call Good Works 
a kind of Community, and oppoſe Alms 
as much as levelling : Let lum ſay, All 
that I hold is mine ; and what Wrong 
can I commit, by keeping my own to 
myſelt ? For my+parr, Sr, I love Peace 
and Plenty ; your Speech-making ought 
to be directed to them that aitect Law- 
leſs Lives, or Civil-Wars, ſccking to de- 
prive others of their Rights, and their 
Inheritance. I ſhould like Relzg:0z bet- 
ter, if the Teachers were not as ſo many 
Leeches, Give, Give continually ; I love 
to hear them Preach up Chriit Crucify a, 
and forbear their old Popiſþ Stories of 
Alms and Good Worxs : You know,there 
was no Beggar in 1/rae/;, and, where I 
G 3 Task- 
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Task-Maſter-General, there ſhould be 
none left in Ezel/azd, But Ithink of all 
poor Pcople, the poor Gentleman 1s the 
molt importunate; his Hand is always 
full of Briefs and Letters of Reque#t ; 
and ] {cldom ſee one of that "Tribe, but 
{ am fecling in my Pocket. 
When you have ſpoken your Plea- 

ſure, Nabal, againſt Chriſtian Love, and 
Charitable Contributions, it 15 but one 
way of wounding yourſelf with your 
own Weapon ; ſeeing the way to make 
that you poſſeſs your own, 15 by your 
power of Di/poſal; Which,if it be never 
put into Act, how can you be aſſured 
you have ſuch a Power. By giving 4t 
away, we come to know 1t 1s yours ; 
and, as without Property, there can be 
no Charity; ſo Charity,in its ſeveral Acts, 
doth beſt confirm Property : From the 
{ aws of Thize and Mzne, you bring an 
11] Inference, whereas, by Giving, thoſe 
Laws are beſt put in Execution : You 
mult give, not only for the Preſervation 
of Diſcipline and Order, but allo tor the 
Maintainance of your Title. Unleſs the 
Bread be vours, how can you diſpoſe of 
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it? There is neither Givizg, nor Obli- 
gation by Gift, where all 15 1n common. 
It you peruſe the principal Cauſes,ot the 
firſt diſtinction between Mzze andT hire, 
long ago confirm?d by Cuſtom, by the 
Poſitive Laws of GOD, and of all Nati- 
ons; you will find theſe, among others : 

1. Encouragement to Labour, to pre- 
vent Idleneſs; tor, where the molt In- 
duſtrious, and the molt Negligent Per- 
{ons, were to be {harers alike of a com- 
mon Fund, too many would lye basking 
in the Sun, while others were Sweating 
at their Imployment. 

2. For Preſervation of Peace ; they 
being moſt remote from War, that have 
molt to loſe ; who cannot ſoon be in- 
duc*d to Fight, ſo long as they can qui- 
etly enjoy the Eftects, and Friuts of 
their Labour and Induſtry. 

"- lo diſtinguiſh Families ; becauſe it 
appears the Wull of Heaven, that ſome 
Houles ſhall be remarkable tor Bleſzngs, 
{ome for YVertxes;; and that ſome ſhould 
be {tiled from their Inheriting of An- 
cient Riches,Gezerous and Noble; whulc 
others ſhould be notcd, for a Dull, and 
G 4 late 
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Tale Gepreration, born under Command, 
to remain Slaves and Peaſants, 

With this diſtinftion, of Thize and 
Mine, began a Subordination of Men 
in Civil Societies, for the ſake of Go- 
vernment, But, of all theſe Caufes of 
difference of Eſtates, none is greater 
than this, That there might be ſome 
Endowed with Riches, to impart ; and 
that there might be ſoinc poor People, 
to make tryal of the Rich Man's Faith 
in GOD's Promiſes, and deſign'd for his 
own Good to make Experiment upon 
his Charity : That, by contributing 
much in this Life, he might obtain, in 
the zext, a more Illuſtrious and Laſting 
Inheritance.-Art thoua Proprietor? yet 
you muſt own a Lord in chief of all your 
Subſtance. 

The Earth « the Lord's, and the ful- 
neſs thereof ; all Lands are held of him 
in Capite : So, to alledge Property, 
when GOD Commands you to Disburſe 
ſomething upon his Account, is to ſay 
ſomewhat that is anſwer*d by the Laws 
of Supream Right,and ſuſpended by the 
degrees of Charity. It'is enough, that 
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you have the Honour and the Happi- 
neſs of Diſtribution, and to reſerve e- 
nough for your own Uſes : Fake what 
ſufficeth for your Family, defraud not 
your Succeſfors; and behold thoſe poor 
People yonder, are ſent to be Sharers of 
all that is to be ſpared from You, and 
=_ Poſterity : If this or that be need- 
cſs to you, the /ame preſently hecomes 
one of their Neceflaries : And what you 
reſerve, cannot be {o much your own, 
becaule it is over-plus to your Uſe ever 
way,unleſs you put it to Intereſt,to that 
Company of Beads-men : For, at the In- 
ſtant you diſpoſe it to them, the ſame is 
entered in the Day-Book of Heaven ; 
and out of that Treaſure, you ſhall be 
Repaid ; and you ſhall find it, After 
many Days, infinitely multiply*d. 
Obſerve how Naturecommunicates : 
The Sx out of his abundance of Light, 
givesa Largelſs of it tothe Moor ; Lucine 
gives Alms of the Light ſhe receives to 
the Earth, that is founded in Darkneſs : 
This Earth, having no Light to ſpare, 
freely imparts ſuch uſetul Matters,as ſhe 
carries, though of another Growth and 
Temper, 
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Temper, to her ingrateful Inhabitants : 
The Clouds newly repleniſht with Rain, 
empty their Stores upon the parched 
Mountains ; they, diſcharging them- 
ſelves into the Rivers that over-flow, 
pay Tribute to the wide Ocean. N:1us 
and Euphrates arc proud in {welling 0- 
yer their Banks to make the adjoyning 
Meadows Fertile. The glutted Bear and 
Tyger , have ſometimes quitted their 
Prey to others half pined, and to Beaſts 
leſs Ravenous ; while the more Civiller 
Creatures of every Species have been 
famous in Story, for many tokens of At- 
tection ; ſhewing how all things, from 
' the higheſt to the lowelt, correſpond 
for a mutual Relief : Here and there is 
an accuried Shimei, or a churliſh Naval 
excepted , that ſays, Who is David ? 
Talk not to me of the Kzzz, or the Pro- 
phet ; I know not that Man in the 
World, for whoſe ſake I would leſſen 
my Eſtate : Shall I take my Bread, and 
give it to Strangers? It is enough, 
Charle, that you know the Petitioners 
to be Men; and, that you may know, 


every Man 1s of more value, than a 
Mint 
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Mint of Gold and Silver : Would you 
loſe a Man, for a Morſel- of Bread ? 
Shall I take my Bread, and give it a- 
way doſt thou ſay ? ” I's thy Bread in- 
deed, by the Favour of a better Ma- 
ſter than thou art; but ſo, that it is 
not always, and every way thine. 
There 1s a certain Claule in the Con- 
veyance, that ſpeaks it thy Bread to 
Give, not thine to with-hold ; ?Tis 
yours to 4rſpoſe of, not to detain ; the 
diſpoſal of which,looks toward the Com- 
munion of Saints that 15 on Earth, with 
thoſe in Heaven. 

There 1s Bread of Participation in 
every Houle, as the Euchariſtical Bread 
is eminently ſuch in Churches : And, 
for maintaining a Correſpondence be- 
tween Divine and Humane Love, and 
their Effects, we are taught to make 
daily Petitions :, Tis you, Mzfer, that 
makes bold to change our Lord's Form 
of Prayer; calling that Tour Bread, in 

our ſelhi{h Language, whuch is calPd 
Our Bread, in the Language of our Re- 
deemer : And that is, and ought to be, 
the 140m of all good Chriſtians. W hich 
word 
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word [Our] doth import a Chriſtian 
Communication. 

Shall I take my Bread and cajt it 
upon the Waters? How dare you put 
{uch a Queſtion, Impudent Man, lays St. 
Ambroſe? What is thine, but thy Sins ? 
- Did you command the Earth to nou- 
riſhit ? the Clouds to water it? the Sur 
to ripen it ? What was yours when 
you came into this World Mournin 
and Naked ? What Silver and Gol 
did*ſt thou bring in thy Hands ?- What 
Furniture for a Houſe ? What Garments 
for a Covering ? Your Pride, in ſuch 
Queſtions, dot wr to your Diſcre- 
tion ; for all you poſſeſs, you have re- 
ceiv'd. The Richeſt Heir muſt ac- 
knowledge himſelt beholding to the 
Rule of Charity, Here you found all 
at your Entrance, and Here you {hall 
leave all at your Departure ; you ſhall 
not carry with you fl much, as is ſpent 
upon your Obſequies. All thele things 
you {o much covet and hoard, without 
asking your leave, will ſtay behind ; 
unleſs you take this only ſure way to 
make them yours, and carry them with 
you, 
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you , by the pretending Methods of 
Charity : That is a way, that will cer- 

tainly convey your Lands and Goods to 

your future Ule ; which will at once, by 

SanQifying them, dedicate them Eter- 
nally to your Service. ; 

To ſecure thoſe unjuſt Gettings of 
your Anceſtors, and make ſuch a firm 
Settlement of your Eſtate, as you deſire 
to be made at the ſame time on your 
Poſterity ; you muſt take Solomor”s 
Counſel ; for ſo will it wear well, and 
endure many Generations, 

Hear me tarther : Is not he, that puts 
this Queſtion, like the ſame Man, that, 
in a tew late Years, got an Eſtate by 
Fraud and Oppreſſios ? And dare you ſay, 
Shall I Caſt my Bread upon the Waters, 
when all the Goods you poſſeſs, ma 
be ſo many private Wrongs, or rublick 
Grievances? Call them no more T hve, 
for which you robb'd Innocents, ſtript 
Honeſt Men Naked, and forc*d others 
to Beggary. You ſay, Muſt a Man im- 
poveriſh Himſelf, to relieve Strangers ? 
You have a Family to maintain, Rents 
to pay, Farms to ſtock, and Houles to 
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furniſh; ſo that you ſet an Honeſt Care, 
in oppoſition to Divine Charity,and give 
the Servant the upper-hand of the Mi- 
ſtreſs; Whereas the Ccleſtial Vertue, 
demands only what may be Spared, as 
are rather Ornaments and Comple- 
ments of your Condition, than Neceſla- 
ries of Nature ; tho? theſe alſo be re- 

uired to ſave the Life of a publick Per- 
fa of your deareſt Friends, and neareſt 
Relations. 

But your State and Place require all 
you have, and more: Believe me, No! 
both Commands you to be Charitable : 
Your Honour 1s engaged by your Pre- 
ferment, to do good according to your 
Title; whatever is abſolutely necetlary 
to your Perſon, is not to be — 
by Charity,which calls for only ſo much 
as may be ſpar*d from your Perſon, and 
your Dignity ; for all that appertains 
to diſtreficed Objects, is, as to you, Su- 
perfluous. Fear not, So/omoz requires 
none of your Neceſlaries, but your Ex- 
ceedings : He deſires no Prejudice to 
your Body , but to your Vices; and, 
ſecking your Health, offers you means 
ro 


[ 95 ] 


to prevent Diſeaſes. Cannot you ſpare 
one Diſh of+Meat, one Loaf of Bread, 
one Coat from many, one Shilling op- 

portunely, to keep Lite ina poor Body. 
Hear me, Sir, Feed more at your 
Gates, and fewer in your Mews, Ken- 
nels, and Stables; Conlider how you 
disburſe in needleſs Accoutrements, in 
Forreign Toys, inaltering and furniſh- 
ing your Houſes. "This Terret, that 
Cupolo might be ſpared ; theie Marble 
Columns, yonder Tarraſs-walks ; theſe 
Thorough-lights,them Tapiſtry Hang- 
ings ; that Garmniſhing , thoſe Orient 
Jewels, be mighty chargeable : I could 
have ſpared > of tlus coſtly Pearl ; 
and, with ſome of that, I would have 
eaſed ſome poor 'T'cnants : I would have 
Imploy*'d ſome poor Labourers, Re- 
deem*d ſome poor Captives ; I would 
have Lodged and Victualled ſome poor 
Travellers ; I would have ſet ſome poor 
Priſonef's tor Debt at Liberty ; I would 
have placed ſome poor Orphans Appren- 
tices; and have given Portions tor the 
Marriage of ſome poor Maidens: Some 
Colledge, or School of good Literature, 
| {hould 
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ſhould have been Endowed ; ſome Ho- 
ſpital Founded, &c. So ſhould you 
make a competent Proviftion for your 
ſelves here, and hereafter acquire Mag- 
ſions of Eternity : So ſhould you live in 
Favour of God and Man, and obtain 
that due Reſpe&t from your Neigh- 
bours, which your Avarice and Vani- 
ty now makes Counterfeit, by thus be- 
ginning tobe Frugal at the wrong end ; 
tor Charity hath converted many Prodi- 
= from Extravagant Courſes ; and, 

making them Maſters of themſelves, 
hath made them Lords of great E- 
ſtates ; of which Chriſtian Vertae, thoſe 
only may complain, that have ſmall 
rence. 


